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How To Be An Evangelist 
And -A Gentleman! 


The Ethics of An Evangelist: Should the Evangelist Advertise for Meet- 
ings, Send Circular Letters Asking Engagements? 
Requirements Should the Evangelist Make? 
Expense Account? Should Evangelists Write Back “Prayer Letters” 
Hinting for Offerings? Should An Evangelist Preach His Convictions 
on Doctrine When Contrary toe the Official Position of the Church; 
or Should He Reject Invitations te Churches Where He Cannot Preach 
Essential Convictions? 


By Evangelist William H. Rice 


314 Naperville Street, Wheaton, IIlinois 
Member Extension Staff, Moody Bible Institute 


What Financial 
What is a Legitimate 


When I was graduated from the 
Moody Bible Institute in 1941, I 
planned to go into the evangelistic 
field. In fact, when I first knew 
I was going to preach, I knew God 
wanted me to “do the work of an 
evangelist.” I went to the Moody 
Institute to prepare myself for re- 
vival work. But when I was grad- 
uated from the Institute, I had to 
face a number of matters, many of 
which I had never before taken 
into consideration. How would I 
get started? How could I get in- 
vitations for revival campaigns? 
With what kind of churches should 
I work? What should I require in 
the way of finances? What would 
I owe the church? The pastor? 

I found I had to face these mat- 
ters if I were going to be an evan- 
gelist. But I could not find any 
book to help me with these im- 
portant problems. As far as I 
knew then, and as far as I know 
now, no one has written anything 
along this line. Many of the an- 
swers to these questions I had to 
find from experience. My brother, 
John, (Dr. John R. Rice, editor of 
The Sword of the Lord) kindly 
helped me with others. 


Therefore, I am writing this ar- 
ticle on the ethics of an evange- 
list, not because I feel qualified to 
do so, but simply because there 
is a need for such an article and 
no one else seems to have written 
anything on the subject. It is my 
earnest prayer that I may be able 
to help others get started in evan- 
gelistic work and that those of us 
who are already evangelists may 


settle upon some definite plans 


Rev. Wm. H. Rice 


that will raise the ethical stand- 
ards of evangelists. 


Getting Invitations for 

Evangelistic Campaigns 
Many preachers wonder how in 
the world an evangelist can make 
contact with enough pastors ~ to 
keep busy. Occasionally I receive 
letters from other evangelists ask- 
ing me to recommend them for re- 
vival campaigns. It is not uncom- 
mon for some really fine pastor to 
tell me he feels he should enter 
the revival field and asks me to 
tell him how to get invitations to 
hold campaigns. 


Now, I know there are a num- 
(Continued on page 4) 


‘‘Almost Persuaded 


“Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian.”—Acts 26:28. 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“Paul! Paul! You have gone 
crazy! Education has gone to your 
head, you are losing your mind!” 
So King Agrippa shouted to Paul. 
The king breathed hard and nerv- 
ously plucked his royal robes 
around him. He had leaned for- 
ward in his throne-chair listen- 
ing to that rather ragged but 
dominating prisoner who ‘stood 
there, a few steps below his dais, 
Paul the prisoner, the preacher. 
What a pity that a man with such 
culture ‘a Roman citizen, too, 
they say!’- should have _ those 
chains on his wrists. But the fire 
in his eyes seemed to burn 
through Agrippa. A glance at his 
side showed that Queen Bernice 
was as absorbed as he, and Agrip- 


_ 
. 


pa wondered, Did she feel so con- 
victed and guilty as he did? 

It was certainly a strange scene. 
When Festus, the governor, had 
told them about Paul, King Agrip- 
pa thought it would be an inter- 
esting thing to hear the man’s 
plea. This man of learning and 
obviously good morals ought to be 
set free, perhaps. But King 
Agrippa was unprepared for the 
direct assault Paul made upon his 
own heart. Paul preached to him 
about One, Jesus, and His death 
and resurrection, and about the 
need for repentence and to be a 
Christian! And then Paul said to 
him, “I am not mad, most noble 


When God Evens The Score 


By Evangelist Joe Henry Hankins, D.D. 


(Sermon preached Friday night, February 22, 1946, at Central Baptist 
Church, Chicago. Mechanically recorded for Tat Sworp or THE Lorp.) 


In Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 we read: 


“Fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God shall bring 
every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.” 


I think you will find more in the 
Bible on the subject of judgment 
than almost anything else. You 
will find teachings about the judg- 
ment and warnings of judgment 
from Genesis to Revelation—from 
the third chapter of Genesis to the 
last chapters of Revelation. Judg- 
ment! Paul said to that fastidious 
crowd at.Athens, “And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent: Because 
He hath appointed a day, in which 
He will judge the world in right- 
tousness by that man whom He 
hath ordained: whereof He hath 
given assurance unto all men, in 
that He hath raised him from the 
dead” (Acts 17:30-31). Paul meant 
that just as certainly as Christ rose 
from the dead, just that certainly 
all men are coming to judgment, 
that God had guaranteed, abso- 
lutely assured it, when He raised 
Christ from the dead. 

Jesus spoke again and again of 
judgment. When He _ upbraided 
the cities of Chorazin and Beth- 
saida, He said, “Woe unto thee, 
Chorazin' Woe unto thee, Beth- 
saida! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in 


A PROMISE 
A PROPHECY 
A PLEA 


By the Editor 


The Promise: a New Book, 
“The Scarlet Sin and Other 
Revival Sermons” 


For ten years my office work- 
ers have been trying to get me to 
consent to the publication of a 
group of my sermons, stenograph- 
ically reported, word for word as 
preached. Zondervan Publishing 
House long ago offered to print 
such a book of sermons for me, I 
steadfastly refused to have such 
sermons printed. I thought that 
since they were taken down word 
for word as given in the white 
heat of revival campaigns, and 
before great audiences, there were 
too many grammatical errors, too 
much colloquial language and 
slang, too many personal illustra- 
tions . The language was not pol- 
ished and quiet and scholarly, as 
I wanted it to be. So through 
these years all of my sermons 
that have been printed in books 
were dictated carefully, polished 
and refined and edited in the 
study &nd then published. The 
only exception is my pamphlet on 
down as 


which was taken 


preached. 


reasons made 


What Is Wrong With the Dance?|0f Cleveland, Tenn., 
Bob Jones College and one of 
foremost evangelists, 
will be the speaker from April 28 
He will be fol- 


.| America’s 


But several strong and urgent 
it appear that I)|through May 12. 


sackcloth and ashes. But I say 
unto you, It shall be more toler- 
able for Tyre and Sidon at the day 
of judgment, than for you” (Matt. 
11:21-22). Judgment! And then to 
Capernaum He gave the same 
warning. Because they rejected 
His words, Jesus said, “For if the 
mighty works, which have been 
done in thee, had been done in So- 
dom, it would have remained un- 
til this day. But I say unto you, 
That it shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in the day 
of judgment, than for thee” (Matt. 
11:23-24). Jesus said in Matthew 
12:36, “Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the day of judg: 
ment.” Not a thing will escape: 
even every word must be brought 
into judgment. 

Ecclesiastes 11:9 is a warning to 
young people: “Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth; and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of 
thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes: but know thou, that 
for all these things God will bring 
thee into judgment.” 


I have heard so many people 
say that all young men have to 


sow their wild oats. If they do, 


Great White Throne. You pay off 


talking only to unsaved people. 
But that was written primarily 
to saved people. There is no such 
thing as sinning and getting away 
with it. To the Christian as well 
as the unsaved, God says, “Every 
transgression and disobedience re- 
ceived a just recompense of re- 
ward.” But, by the grace of God, 
everyone has the privilege of hav- 
ing his sins judged before he 
reaches the judgment bar of God. 


they are going to reap them. And | 
judgment is not all yonder at the) 
‘It simply means that everyone has 
here, too. A lot of people think| the privilege of sending his sins 
that when God said, “Be not de-| before him to judgment and hav- 
ceived; God is not mocked: for|ing them judged on the cross of 
whatsoever a man soweth, that Jesus Christ. For there He bore 
shall he also reap,” that He was|im His own body our sins on the 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 


L Calvary Is a Preview of 


4 Judgment 


I used to puzzle a lot about I 
Timothy 5:24. It reads like this: 
“Some men’s sins are open before- 
hand, going before to judgment; 
and some men they follow after.” 


tree. There He tasted death for 
every man. There He gave His life 
a ransom for many. There He 
made atonement for the sins of 
the world. And He “is the propi- 
tiation for our sins: and not for 
our’s only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world,” says the Word 
of God in I John 2:2. 


Everything about Calvary is a 
judgment scene. We are told in II 


(Continued on page 6) 


EVANGELISTIC 


Dr. Bob Jones 


go Arena. Over two 


(Continued on page 2) 


(Continued on page 2) 


souls print a book of stenograph- 


Dr. Paul Rood 
The greater Chicago Evangelis-|nia, who is a very popular evan-~ 


tic Campaign “Life Begins,” opens 
April 28 at 3:00 P.M. in the Chica- 
hundred 
churches and organizations are 
cooperating. Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
founder of 


lowed May 12 through 19 by Dr. 
Paul Rood of Glendale, Califor- 


GREATER CHICAGO 


CAMPAIGN 


By W. F. Mann, Assistant Executive Secretary 


Dr. John R. Rice 


gelist and Bible Conference lead- 
er. Then Dr. John R. Rice, edi- 
tor of The Sword of the Lord, 


of J. Stratton Shufelt. 


| (Continued on page 2) 


Bible scholar and great city-wide 
evangelist, will have the final two 
weeks, May 19 through June 2. 
Music will be under the direction 


Services throughout the cam- 
paign will be held every evening 
in the week at 7:45 and 3:00 P.M. 


ae Ps ~~ eer 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, May 3, 


1946 


Greater Chicago Evangelistic Campaign 


(Continued from page 1) 
Sunday afternoon, with a “Juve- 
nile Jamboree” at 2:00 o’clock 
Saturday afternoon. 

Over one hundred thousand 
people have been praying for this 
meeting for over a year in their 
churches, and for the last three 
months about twenty-five thou- 
sand of these Christians have 
gathered in nearly five hundred 
cottage prayer meetings all over 
Chicagoland praying that the Lord 
will save many souls and that 
many will turn to Him. This ef- 
fort was bolstered by a pre-cam- 
paign rally held in Moody Me- 
morial Church Palm Sunday aft- 
ernoon, when despite rain and 
local church holiday plans, over 
two thousand participated in song 
and prayer. Evangelist John R. 
Rice brought the message, “High 
Cost of Revival.” 

The Arena where the meetings 
will be held is at E. Erie and Mc- 
Clurg Ct. It will seat over 7,000 
people. Various forms of trans- 
portation and adequate parking 
space make the meeting place ac- 
cessible to everyone. An inter- 
esting thing about the location is 
that it was in this same neighbor- 
hood that the great Billy Sunday 
Tabernacle was built twenty-eight 
years ago, and this is the first 
UNITED EVANGELISTIC CAM- 
PAIGN since that time. 

The «General Committee is 
headed by Mr. Frank W. Sheriff of 
the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee; Mr. W. G. Haymaker is 
Executive Director, and under 

ir guidance all details of the 

i are carried out. From 

the General Committee sub-com- 

mittees have been set up covering 

Cottage Prayer Meetings, Person- 

al Work, Delegations, Music, Pub- 

licity, Literature, Ushers and Ar- 

rangements. Every single phase 

of the campaign is covered by ac- 
tive committees and chairmen. 

Aside from the churches, such 
organizations as Wheaton College, 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 
Evangelistic Institute, Northern 


Bible Institute and Seminary, 
Lutheran Bible Institute, The 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, Sal- 
Army, Youth for Christ and many 
other groups are cooperating. 

Mueh prayer and waiting on 
the Lord went into the choice of 
the three men to bring the mes- 
sages. Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., a na- 
tive of Alabama, was licensed to 
preach at fifteen. He has held 
evangelistic meetings im every 
state of our country and a num- 
ber of foreign countries. The col- 
lege he founded is a reflection of 
the man in its stand without apol- 
ogy for the absolute authority of 
the Bible. Billy Sunday said: 
“Bob Jones has the wit of Sam 
Jones, the. homely philosophy of 
George Stuart, the eloquence of 
Sam Small, and the spiritual fer- 
vency of Dwight L. Moody.” 

Dr. Paul Rood ,born in poverty 
in Duluth, Minnesota, was one of 
the founders of the World Chris- 
tian Fundamental Association, 
Child Evangelism Fellowship and 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee. He was saved in a union 
campaign and has a strong pas- 
sion for soul-saving. He has been 
preaching over thirty-five years. 

Evangelist John R. Rice, born 
in Texas, wanted to be a coach 
and college professor, but the 
Lord led him into preaching and 
writing. He gave up his pastorate 
six years ago to go out on faith 
into full-time evangelism. His 
ministry of literature as well as 
his spoken ministry, has been 
really blessed of the Lord. He is 
a prolific writer, with many full- 
length books on soul-saving, pray- 
er, Christian life, as well as his 
convicting pamphlets . His style 
like his preaching, is direct and 
uncompromsing, and his burden 
for reaching sinners is tremen- 
dous. 

With prayer, three great 
preachers, and the burden for 
souls by the pastors and Chris- 
tians, how can the Lord fail to 
bless and bring a mighty revival 


Baptist Seminary, Free _ Chureh 


pwhere it is so much needed? 


A PROMISE 
A PROPHECY 
A PLEA 


(Centinued from page 1) 


ically reported sermons, sermons 
taken down as preached before 
great audiences. 

First, some of the very best ser- 
mons, the ones used of God more 
than others, I had never had time 
to write out, or to dictate in the 
study. If I am ever to give them 
to the whole world in print, it 
seems I must give them as taken 
down. by stenographer or on a 
recording machine. 

Second, when these extempo- 
raneous sermons were published 
in The Sword of the Lord the mail 
always brought in many com- 
ments, telling how people were 
blessed by these sermons. The 
extemporaneous sermons, stenv- 
graphically reported, got more 
favorable response from readers 
of The Sword of the Lord than 
the dictated sermons usually re- 
ceived. 

Third, in actual practice the 
thousands of souls saved under my 
ministry, by God’s great mercy 
om His poor, weak servant, have 
been saved through these ser- 
mons as I preached them, not as 
they were dictated in the study! 
Many have been saved, even 
thousands, through my printed 
messages. But there can be no 
. @oubt that there is a special breath 
ef God, a special anointing of the 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Publication office, 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
D.D., LITT.D. 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 
Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Th.D. 
Associate Editor 


yap g pte Price: 8 months; 
fad a and foreign 


countries $2 00 a year. 


| Holy Spirit, on these sermons as 
they are given before great 
crowds. And I believe that much 
of the breath of revival, much of 
the pungent, convicting and inter- 
esting quality of the sermons is 
lost when they are dictated in a 
study in polished language. 

For these reasons I have pre- 
pared a book of stenographically 
reported sermons. They are edit- 
ed only as much as is absolutely 
necessary to take away the prin- 
cipal crudities. 

I think that you will be thrilled 
by the subjects of these sermons. 
They are among the most interest- 
ing, some of the sermons that 
draw the biggest crowds in re- 
vivals and get the greatest results. 
So I give you here the titles of 
these twelve long full-length ser- 
mons stenographically reported, 
which are now being printed in 
the new book, “The Scarlet Sin 
and Other Revival Sermons.” 


1. The Scarlet Sin and the 
Roads That Lead to It. 

2. All of Satan’s Apples Have 
Worms. 

3. The Four Biggest Fools in 
Town. 

4. Why God Hardened Phar- 
aoh’s Heart. 

5. The Unpardonable Sin. 

6. The Worth of a Soul. 

7. One-Man Salvation. 

8. Peter and Jesus. 

9. A Fire-from-Heaven Revival. 

10. The Unvarying God. 

ll. The Fullness of the 
Spirit. 

12. Spectators in the Heavenly 
Grandstand. 


The book is already set in type, 
is already printed, and is being 
bound now. At first we are bind- 
ing this book in paper cover only. 
.| There are 254 pages. By binding 
it in nice paper cover, beautiful 
and attractive, we will be able to 
give this book free with two 8- 
month subscriptions to The Sword 
of the Lerd at $1.00 each. The 
book will not be sold, at present, 
but will be offered exclusively as 
a premium for two subscriptions, 


Holy 


ular price of $1.00 for eight 
months, a total of $2.00 for the 
two subscriptions and the free 
copy of this new book. 

Let me make it clear. The books 
are not in hand when‘this is writ- 
ten, April 24, so we are not be- 
ginning the campaign for sub- 
scriptions now. Next week I plan 
to announce the campaign’s begin- 
ning. Then, when it is certain that 
the books are in hand and can be 
shipped out the same day your 
subscriptions come in, we plan to 
announce the beginning of the 
campaign. But we felt we ought 
to tell you now about this book. 
We believe it will win many prec- 
ious souls, solve a multitude of 


people for whom you ought ti 
subscribe? Pick out the Sunday 
School teachers of your church. 
Or subscribe for all your brothers 
and sisters and immediate rela- 
tives. Or select that widow who 
does not have much income, or 
that retired and saintly preacher 
who perhaps could not subscribe 
for himself . Or make a list of 
busy pastors who might not know 
about The Sword of the Lord 
and who would be so greatly en- 
riched by these full-length mes- 
sages by the greatest preachers 
and soul winners in America. Get 


your list ready as soon as you can 


and be ready to send your sub-| 


So my plea is that you get ready 
your subscriptions now . You will 
receive a real big bargain. The 
Sword of the Lord is worth far 
more than the price we ask for 
it, $1.00 for an eight months’ sub- 
scription (34 issues). And besides, 
you get free this beautiful and 
thrilling book, The Scarlet Sin 
not az-pel.oforg b eaetyqcoe. o 
and Other Revival Sermons. I am 
not asking you to give me any- 
ing free, but simply to do your 
part and help us to spread the gos- 
pel to others. 

Look for further announce- 
ments next week, God willing. If 
we are assured that the books are 
ready to send out the 


scriptions and get this\ book by | on hand, 
as soon as it is an-|day your order is received, we 


problems, and that it will be a 
great blessing. Hence, we tell 
ahead of time about its coming. 

The Prophecy: This Book Will 
Be Tremendously Popular 

I am “sticking my neck out” on 
this book. I have ordered printed 


return mail, 
nounced, 


11,700 copies of this book in this 
special paper bound edition to be| 
given away free with subscrip- 
tions! That means that we are 
making our plans to have 23,400 
subscriptions brought in, in the 
next few weeks, since you will re- 
ceive one book for each two sub- 
scriptions. Nearly 25,000 subscrip- 
tions! That will be far above the 
goal reached in any campaign 
heretofore. But I believe it ‘is 
possible, I believe it is right, and 
I believe it will succeed. Just as 
soon aS you see one copy of this 
tremendous new book with its 254 
pages, word for word as the mes- 
Sages were given in principal cit- 
ies all over America to great 
crowds, I think you are going +o 
want other copies of the book for 
your friends. I think the 11,700 
copies will be snapped up quickly 
by you readers, as soon as you find 
what is in the book. 

Great auditoriums all over 
America have been packed as I 
preached on “The Scarlet Sin and 
the Roads That Lead to It.” With- 
out trimming out a startling word, 
without softening the tremendous 
impact of this plain, even fiercely 
fervent Bible preaching, it is giv- 
en to you here just as preached in 
Seattle, Washington. “All of 
Satan’s Apples Have Worms” was 
preached in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
the great union revival campaign 
where many hundreds were saved. 


In ome night the counted crowd 
totaled 3,767. There, 
preached, “Why God Hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart,’ and “The | 
Worth of a Soul.” You will be | 


as the crowd in Cleveland was 
moved by the Spirit of God who 
spoke to all of our hearts that 
night and showed us that one soul 
is worth more than all the mon- 
ey, all the jobs, all the fame, all 
the pleasures in the whole wide 
world! Others of the sermons 
were preached in Chicago; in 
Binghamton, New York: and else- 
where, before great crowds. 


I know how you are going to 
like these sermons; you loyal, 
consecrated, hungry-hearted read- 
ers of The Sword of the Lord. 
Hence, I am prophesying, and 
spending money because of my 
faith, that many thousands of 
subscriptions will come in when 
you can get a free copy of this 
big 254-page book with every two 
eight-month subscriptions to The 
Sword of the’ Lord at $1.00 each. 


A Plea: Get Your 
Subscriptions Ready! 


I need not tell you again that I 
will get not a penny from this 
book nor from The Sword of the 
Lerd. But my heart has a bur- 
den on it day and night to reach 
people with the gospel contained in 
The Sword of the Lord. And I feel 
the same way about this new 
book. Paul said, “Woe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel!” 
(I Cor. 9:16.) He meant the woe, 
the burden, the continual passion 
of his heart to see people. Paul 
said, “I could wish that myself 
were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren” (Rom. 9:3). Jeremiah 
had a fire in his bones so that he 
could not stop preaching. God has 
given me some of this. passion, this 
deep-seated hunger to reach every 
creature with the gospel message. 
So I beg you to help me now. 


either new or renewal, at the reg- 


Will you now get ready a list of 


too, Was! 


moved tremendously, I believe. | 


And, second, why not plan now 


what you can do with a number 


of these books? Think how 
young people will read.~it with the 
deepest interest. It is thrilling 


reading. It is not stilted, not dull, 
not formal. The language is such 
as young people can understand. 
Young people crowd to hear me 
in revival campaigns and in Youth 
for Christ meetings. These very 
sermons, “The Scarlet Sin and 
the Roads That Lead to It,” “All 
of Satan’s Apples Have Worms,” 
and “The Four Biggest Fools in 
Town,” for example (the first 
three sermons in the book), have 
been widely used in youth meet- 
ings over America. Hundreds 
and hundreds of young people 
have told me how they wished 
they might have heard the ser- 
mon on “The Scarlet Sin and the 
Roads That Lead to It” before 
they got into bad company and 
were led astray by the movies and 
the dance and necking. Well, 
they will read this book and it 
will transform lives. Why not get 
a dozen copies and scatter them 
among friends and young people, | 
and in the hands of pastors and | 
youth leaders? 

This is the largest effort I have 
ever made to get subscriptions 
for The Sword of the Lerd. Of 
course I cannot do it alone. But 
I believe in the loyalty of our 
readers. I believe that most of 
you are really devout Christians 
who long to see lives transformed 
and souls saved. You know with 
what toil and unselfish devotion I 
keep working to get out the gos- 
pel. I believe you will help me. 


—— —— + oS 


will ask you to send your subscrip- 
‘tions at once. So get them ready 
In the Savior’s name and work 
and love, 
Your brother, 
JOHN R. RICE. 


“IT am so glad that you want the 
subscription list increased to 50,- 


000 as a birthday gift. What a 
blessing will result from His Word 
as it goes into all those homes 
weekly! I know of no magazine I 
would rather have come to my 
home weekly, and I always pass 
my paper to others so that they 
too may be blessed. Yow do cry 
out against sin and, oh, we need 
more of that in these days of im- 
morality! 

“Am enclosing $3.00 and would 
like three eight-month subscrip- 
tions sent to the following minis- 
ee 

Mrs. Charles Wildermuth 
Schuylkill Haven, Penn. 
* * * 

“ .. Many of the fellows that 
have read my papers say that they 
would like to subscribe when they 
go home. And how I would like 
to know that they will be under 
Dr. Rice’s care and reminded once 
a week that they are Christians. 
For that I would pay for them 
myself...” 

Beverly Chase 
c/o Fleet P.O. 
San Francisco, Calif. 


‘‘Almost Persuaded’”’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
Festus; but speak forth the words 
of truth and soberness. For the 
king knoweth of these things, be- 
fore whom also I speak freely: for 
I am persuaded that none of these 
things are hidden from him; for 
this thing was not done in a cor- 
ner. King Agrippa, believest thou 
the prophets? I Know that thou 
believest.” Then comes the text 
in this thrilling twenty - sixth 
chapter of Acts: “Then Agrippa 
said unto Paul, Almost thou pet- 
suadest me to be a Christian.” 

And there the convicted Agrip- 
pa speaks for uncounted multi- 
tudes who live, knowing they 
ought to be saved, intending some 
day to be saved, but still rejecting 
God’s mercy, still refusing God’s 
Son, still unrepentant and un- 
saved! 

I. Many, Like King Agrippa, | —— 
Are “Almost Persuaded” to 
Be Saved 


A Revised Standard version of 
the New Testament, recently pub- 
lished, gives Acts 26:28 as, “And 
Agrippa said to Paul, ‘In a short 
time you think to make me a 
Christian!’” But do not be dis- 
turbed by this slight change in the 
translation, because it is still 
clearly true that Agrippa was in 
the familiar words of our King 
James Version, of the Bible, ‘al- 
most persuaded’ to be a Christian. 
Paul was right. Agrippa did know 
about the life and death of Christ 


Where Will You Spend Eternity?; 

re ou Spen 
Jesus Is Coming; The Message of 
the Cross. I will send to Christian 
workers free of charge as many of 


the two-page, to- t, scrip- 
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above as you will prom sy 
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and surely of His reported resur- 
rection from the dead. Paul was 
right; Agrippa did believe the 
prophets, did know that the Bible 
was the inspired Word of God, 
and did know that men must come 
before God in judgment. Agrippa 
had found himself more like a 
prisoner before the bar than the 
Apostle Paul who stood before 
him in chains! Agrippa was al- 
most persuaded to be a Christian. 
But not quite! No, there were too 
many things to give up. Some 
day no doubt he would be a Chris- 
tian, but it would take more words 
than these to get him to decide. 
He was not ready yet to be a 
Christian, but he hoped to be 
some day. 

Doubtless there are multiplied 


(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) . 


thousands like Agrippa, who are 
almost persuaded to be Christians. 
They intend some day to be 
saved. They are conscious that 
they need a Saviour. They think 
it would be horrible to,.die un- 
converted and go to Hell forever. 
But they do not intend to do that. 
Some time when it is convenient, 
some time when they are more 
interested in the matter, they. will 
be saved, they think. Some time 
when it will not mean giving up 
so much youthful fun, or some 
shady business practice, or a life 
of sin, they hope to be saved. 
They are almost persuaded to be 
saved, but not quite. 


Il. “Almost Persuaded” Re- 


veals a Wicked, Rebellious 
Heart! 


Paul had said, “King Agrippa, 
believest thou the prophets? 1) 
know that thou believest.” 
if Agrippa believed the prophets, 
believed Isaiah’s great prophecy 
of the coming virgin-born Son, 
believed the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah which foretold the Sav- 
iour’s atoning deaf, believed the 
twenty-second Psalm which pic- 
tured His crucifixion—if Agrippa 
believed these things, then why 
would he not accept the Saviour? 
He was almost persuaded — now 
why not altogether? 


And Agrippa had known all! 


about the life of Christ; His won- 
derful miracles, His accusation by 
the Jew@ His crucifixion, His res- 
urrection. Paul told the whole 
story in Acts, chapter 26: “That 
Christ should suffer, and that He 


Then | 


they would instantly run to Jesus, 
surrender to Him, trust Him and 
be saved. Any lost man who 
reads this, any unsaved woman, 
I can tell you exactly what is 
wrong with your heart. You do 
not want to do the one main thing 
you know is right. You are not 
willing to come to Jesus, the Light, 
because you love your sins. If 
you wanted to do right, if your 
heart were hungry for truth and 
goodness, then the very first time 
you ever heard that Jesus died 
for you, the first time you ever 
knew that He offered you salva- 
tion and was willing to forgive 
your black sins and save your 
poor, doomed soul, you would 
have run to Him with all your 
heart to be saved at once! After 


all, the only reason people stay 


away from Christ is that they do) 
‘not want Him. 


They want their 
sins! 


Men make all kinds of excuses, | 
say, as to why they are not. 


saved. “I am afraid I can’t live 
right,” some man says. 
he really means, if he were hon- 


est in stating it, is, “I don’t want 


people would expect me to give 
them up if I were saved. Or the 
Lord would certainly expect me 
to give them -up, and I am not 
willing to do it.” Any man could 
live a better life if he were saved 


and trying, than he could if he 
were lost and not trying. 
| that is not the real reason people 
|are not saved. 

| Why is it that you are not a 
|'Christian? Is it because you do 


| not believe man has a soul that 


| 


But what! 


to give up my sins and I am afraid | 


| Spirit of God would never get 


But-away from it until they were con- 
victed. I say that was a silly 
istatement. It was a silly state- 


ment because it was not backed 
up by a single verse of Scripture. 
It was silly because it goes con-| 
Any sen-. 


‘boldly, “For the king knoweth of 


should be the first that should rise | needs saving? 


from the dead, and should shew 
light unto the people, and to the) 
Gentiles!” (vs. 23). And when 
Agrippa had accused Paul of be- 
ing mad, beside himself with 
learning, Paul had answered him 


these things, before whom also I 
speak freely: for I am persuaded | 
that none of these things are hid- 
den from him; for this thing was 
not done in a corner” (vs. 26). 
You see, Agrippa knew the gospel 
knew the Old Testament, knew 
that Christ had fulfilled the 
prophecies, knew that He came to} 
save sinners. Yes, Agrippa knew | 
enough to be saved. Agrippa’ 
should have been altogether per- | 


; 


suaded, should have been already | 
a Christian. Instead, he was ‘al- | 
most persuaded.” Now what was | 
wrong with Agrippa that he was 
not altogether persuaded? 

The trouble lay in Agrippa’s| 
wicked heart. He was not yet 
willing to repent of his sins. He 
was not willing to surrender his 


own way. He was not willing to 
submit to Jesus Christ. With a 
stubbornness that is in every 


Christ-rejecting sinner’s heart, 


Agrippa postponed the settlement 
of this question. 

And that leads me to say that 
always, without any exception, 
those who are almost persuaded, 
but not entirely, are delayed only 
by their own wicked hearts! Only 
the sinful rebellion of those who 
are not willing to do right about 
Christ, not willing to submit to 
His will, not willing to have Him 
Lord of their lives, not willing to 
penitently forsake their sins—only 
such sin in the hearts of unbe- 
lievers keep them from being 
saved when they are almost per- 
suaded. . 


Men make all kinds of excuses 
as to why they are not saved. But 
when men have gone into this 
matter with any care at all, there 
remains only one reason why they 
are not fully persuaded to accept 


Christ and be Christians. And 
that one reason is their own 
wicked hearts’ rebellion! Jesus 


said in John 3:19-21: “And this is 
the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 
For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved. But he that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that 
they are wrought in God.” Men 
who do not come to Jesus stay 
away because they love their sins 
and are not willing to come to the 
light lest their sins should be re- 
proved. If they longed to do right, 


No, no! 

sible person who reads this who | 
has any inclination at all ever to’ 
be saved is already convinced | 
that he has a poor, never-dying | 
soul that must spend eternity | 
somewhere, in Heaven or Hell. Is | 
it because you do not believe there | 


is a God? Is that why you are 
still not altogether persuaded? | 
No, no! Those who have any in-| 


clination to be saved already know 
there is a God they must face. And | 
I have no doubt you are convinced | 
that Christ is His Son. You be-| 
lieve there is a Heaven and a 
Hell. You realize you need for-| 
giveness. You admit, in your own) 
heart, that you are a sinner. | 

Then why is it you are not 
saved? The real reason is your | 
own wicked rebellion. Those who | 
are almost persuaded are kept | 
from Christ only by their own| 
love for sin! | 


Sometimes people tell me that | 


heart from your sin and surren- 
der to Jesus and trust Him, you 
would be instantly saved. You 
would be not “almost persuaded” 
but altogether persuaded and sur- 
rendered and decided to be a 
Christian. 

How wicked, then it is to re- 
main undecide! How guilty be- 
fore God you stand if you are 
almost persuaded but still un- 
saved! " 

Ill. “Almost Persuaded” is 
Still Altogether Lost 

It is strange how men some- 
times comfort themselves and try 
to reassure themselves ~*because 
they have had some religious con- 
victions. When I urge a man to 
be saved, often he will say; “Yes, 
I have thought a lot about this, 
and I am going to be saved some 
time. You need not worry about 
me, because I am sure I am going 
to be saved before it is too late.” 
People feel that the very fact that 
they have been convicted, the fact 
that they have taken time to think 
about this matter, assures them 
of salvation at some future time. 
Alas! That is not true. Those 
who are almost persuaded are still 
altogether lost. 

I once heard a silly statement 
made by a preacher, that all who 
were ever truly convicted would 
surely be saved, and that those 
who were once moved by the 


Poor Felix, to hear Paul the apos- 
tle preach and to tremble before 
him and promise to hear him 
again and yet never be saved! Al- 
most persuaded, I say, is still al- 
together lost. Millions are in 
Hell who expected to go, to 
Heaven. | 

But down in Hell I should meet 
another man.» I imagine I hear 
him say as he tears his hair in 
Hell, as he looks wild-eyed about 
him to his companions in torment: 
“I tell you I saw Him raise the 
dead! I saw him when He cleansed 
the lepers and sent them away to 
show themselves to the priest! I 
ate beside Him. I slept on the 
pallet beside. I heard Him talk 
to Nicodemus about being born 
again. You don’t believe it? I 
did! I tell youl did! I was with 
Jesus. I was one of His twelve 
chosen apostles. I heard every 
sermon. I saw almost every mira- 
cle, and yet I turned Him down 
and came to Hell!” 

That would be Judas Iscariot. 
Oh, how his heart must have 
burned as he heard the teachings 
of Jesus and saw the miracles of 
Jesus and looked into those mild, 
loving eyes and heard the tender 
tones of that voice! And yet he 
was never saved! Judas must 
have been often “almost persuad- 
ed.” and yet he was forever lost! 

The centurion who watched 
Jesus die said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God” (Matt. 27:54). He 
was certainly “almost persuaded.” 
Yet we never hear that he was 
converted. 


trary to all human experience on 
this line. Multitudes of people 
have been convicted, have trem- 
bled over their sins, have made 
the holy resolves that some day 
they would seek the Lord, and yet 
they have died unconverted, have 
died lost, condemned, and have 
gone to Hell! . 

When was Agrippa ever con- 
verted? He was convicted. He 
was “almost persuaded.” But as 
far as we know he was never 
saved. 

I imagine that if the Lord 
should allow me to go to Hell to 
interview those who had a chance 
to be saved, I might there find 
King Agrippa. Well, he would 
have no crown, no robe, and no 
titles. Now he would be only a 
poor, doomed soul. I imagine that 
I might say to him in Hell, 
“Agrippa, what a shock to see you 
here in Hell!” 

And Agtppa 


might answer, 


a certain class of people turn| “Yes, just think: I heard Paul the 


they ey apostle preach! 


down Christ 
Catholics. 
real reason. Catholics who are 
unconverted reject Christ for the 
Same reason that some Protestants 
who are unconverted reject 
Christ. 


There may be doctrinal prob- 
lems unsettled, but there is only 
one reason that anybody who has 
any real concern about his poor 


because 


trusting Christ for salvation and 
yet has not done so—only one real 
reason why he is still unsaved. 
And that reason is the wicked 
love for sin, that rebellion against 
the will of God, that unwilling- 
ness to give up to Jesus Christ and 
trust Him wholly and let Him be 
Lord and Boss of his life. 

Some people think that Jews 
are unconverted because they are 
Jews. But that is not primarily 
the reason. A Jew is unsaved 
simply because he is a human be- 
ing with a natural rebellion, with 
a sinful heart of a human being. 
A Jew unconverted and a Gentile 
unconverted are unconverted for 
the same reason. They have not 
been willing to bow the knee to 
Jesus Christ and trust Him for sal- 
vation. It is true that a Jew may 
have to overcome more prejudice, 
may hdve to endure more persecu- 
tion in order to be a Christian. But 
any Jew who is concerned about 
the matter would turn to Christ 
and be saved if he were willing to 
do what the Lord Jesus Requires. 
Only sin in the heart keeps people 
almost persuaded but still lost. 

I hope that you who read this 
will remember that the one un- 
settled question that keeps you 
from Christ is the question of 
your sinful rebellion. If you were 


willing to honestly turn your 


soul and who has even considered | 


He stood before 
} 


But that is not. the! me with the chains rattling on his 


wrists as he motioned. His voice 
‘trembled with concern as he spoke 
'to me! I remember how his eyes 
burned and how he forgot all 
about his chains, all about his 
own danger, and pleaded with me 
to be saved. Oh, just think: I 
heard Paul the apostle preach and 
still I was never saved and I came 
to Hell!” 

I imagine that I would meet in 
Hell Felix, a 
King Agrippa. 
the scene is described 
twenty-fourth 


“sent for Paul, 
concerning the faith 


I will call for thee.” 


We do not know that he eVer was 


judgment. 


be freed from prison. 


was almost persuaded, yet died 
we suppose, and went to Hell 


contemporary of 

You remember 
that Paul stood before Felix, as| “Almost persuaded,” 
in the 
chapter of Acts. 
Acts 24:24-25 tells us that Felix 
and heard him 
in Christ. 
And as he reasoned of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and judgment 
to come, Felix trembled, and an- 
swered, Go thy way for this time; 
when I have a convenient season,| by the Spirit of God? 
still going away from Christ when 
you know you ought to be saved? 
With solemn warning I urge you 
that if you ever intend to be saved 
you must be saved now. There is 
He said, “When I have|no promise for the future. Al- 
most saved is still altogether lost. 


But when was Felix ig saved? 


He trembled as Paul preached of 
righteousness and temperance and 


a convenient season, I will call for 


thee.” But the convenient season 
never came. Acts 24:26 tells us 
that Felix really hoped Paul 


would give him some money to 
But poor 
Felix, convicted Felix, Felix who 


One day in Roosevelt, Oklaho- 
ma, a mother, in tears, pleaded 
with her son to be saved. “I’m s0 
burdened about you! I am afraid 
you are going to put this off too 


long and be lost forever!” she 
said. 
But her twenty-year-old son 


soothed his mother, saying, “Sure, 
I am going to be saved. Just give 
me a httle more time. I’m not 
quite ready yet. But I promise 
you I'll do it in plenty of time. 
Don’t worry now.” But in one 
hour’s time that young man, who 
had been coming to the tent to 
hear me preach night after night, 
was cut in two by a train and 


“Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation,” says the Scripture (II 
Cor. 6:2). And again the Scrip~ 
ture says, “Wherefore as the Holy 
Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear 
his voice, Harden not your hearts” 
(Heb. 3:7-8). The Spirit of God 
that makes you almost persuaded, 
this same Spirit of God that shows 
you the way of salvation and is 
ready to change your heart and 
make you a Christian today, 
warns you solemnly that ‘Today 
is the day of salvation.’ If you 
ever intend to be saved, you 
should be saved now. 
Give up, give up that wicked 
rebellion in your heart! Give up 
that sin that would damn your 
soul, keeping you forever away 
from Christ! This wicked delay, 
turn from it at once. If you will 
turn to Jesus Christ and trust 
Him, depending on Him, surren- 
dering to Him, He will save you 
today. He loves you. He has al- 
ready paid for all your sins. Only 
an honest heart’s surrender, a 
penitent dependence on Him, re- 
mains to make you God’s child. 
Will you turn to Him today? 
Please say yes to God today 
and write and tell me so. You 
who are almost persuaded, I beg 
you, become altogether persuaded 
this very day. And if you will 
Say yes to God in your heart, then 
sign the statement below, and 
have it settled forever between 
you and God. Then copy the 
statement, or write me in your 
own words, and tell me that you 
have today turned to Jesus Christ 
and trusted Him as your own 
Saviour. How happy I will be! 
And I will send you a letter of 
counsel and encouragement. 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


The Sword of the Lord 
214 West Wesley 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon on 
ALMOST PERSUADED. 4 confess 
that I have been just almost per- 
suaded to be saved. But today, 
this moment, I will be altogether 
persuaded. Here and now I de- 
cide to put my trust in Jesus. This 


went out to meet God. He was 
“almost persuaded” and yet lost 
forever. 
Some of you who hear me to- 
day are still undecided. You are 
still “almost persuaded” but lost. 
song written by P. P. Bliss: 
lieve; 
receive; 
Spirit, go Thy way, 
Thee I'll call. 
today; 
“Almost persuaded,” 
away; 
ling’ring near, 
O wand’rer, come. 
past! 
“Almost persuaded,” doom 
comes at last! 


is but to fail! 


most,” but lost.”’ 
Are you going to go to Hell 


“Almost persuaded,” now to be- 

| 
“Almost persuaded,” Christ to| 
Seems now some soul to say, “Go 


Some more convenient day on, 


“Almost persuaded,” come, come 
turn not 
Jesus invites you here, angels are 


Prayers rise from hearts so dear, 


harvest is 


“Almost” cannot avail; “Almost” 


Sad, sad, that bitter wail, “Al- 


’ 


though you have been convicted 
Are you 


moment I depend upon Him to 
| forgive me, I repent of my sins, I 
|give up to Jesus Christ. If He 
wants me He can have me right 
now. I accept Him as my Saviour, 
| and by His grace I set out to live 
_for Him the rest of my days. 


Listen to the words of that tender | 


ipmaess ialeceeniens a. ee 
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The Sword of the Lord, with 
a constantly expanding busi- 
ness of getting out the gospel in 
print, needs additional helpers. 

(1) We need a good stenog- 
rapher-typist who can tran- 
scribe records from a dictating 
machine. Typing must be good. 
College education preferred, 
dictaphone experience’ valu- 
able. Shorthand not impor- 
tant. 

(2) An Addressograph oper- 
ator wanted, typing helpful. 

(3) We could use other cler- 
ical help. We want only devout 
Christians with a high stand- 
ard of godly living and a deep 
concern for soul-winning. Un- 
less you are sold on The Sword 
of the Lord and on the impor- 
tance of getting out the litera- 
ture of Dr. John R. Rice, please 
do not apply. We feel that one 
should come to this work with 
the same attitude as one sur- 
renders to the foreign mission 
field or other full-time Chris- 


A NEW DUET BOOK 


Published by 
THE SACRED MUS!” 
FOUNDATION 


- ROYAL DUETS 
‘ (For the King of Kings) 


THE INDIA MISSION 
412 West 8th Street, Elyria, Oble 


Bible-Believing (FUNDAMENTAL) 
Seoul- Winsiag 


Preving GOD'S Faithfwiness 
te Myderabad State and Central Provinces 


Three Bible Schools native ; 
Over 6000 church os Beg ed, 
WRITE FOR FULLER INFORMATION 


Beautiful new duets for sop-alte 
voices. Real messages for evangeli- 
cal singers. 

50c Send $1.00 for two copies 
Contains the wonderful duet for 
Easter, ‘Im the Early Hours of the 
Dawn. 

The Sacred Music Foundation 
101 W. 58th St. Seattle 7, Wash. 


tian service. Reasonable pay, 
pleasant working conditions 
among Christians. 

Please tell age; training, and 
experience in first letter. This 
work is important and greatly 
blessed. of God but the work is 
hard and no one should apply 
except those who want to do 
the work for Jesus’ sake and 
are willing to devote them- 
selves sacrificially to getting 
out the gospel. Write Dr. John 
R. Rice, Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 West Wesley, 
Wheaton, Llinois. 
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How To Be An Evangelist 
And A Gentleman! 


(Continued from page 1) 
ber of methods some evangelists 
ase in order to get enough en- 
zagements to keep busy. Some of 
them put advertisements in gospel 
Oapers and magazines. Others 
write form letters to all the pas- 
tors of their denomination in a 
sertain area. But it seems to me 
there is only one thing any evan. 
gelist need do in ordr to ‘keep 
ousy. That one way is to follow 
the advice Paul gave to the young 
evangelist, Timothy,—“Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine.” (II Tim. 4:2). That Scrip- 
ture implies preaching with Holy 
Spirit power and holy abandon 
and faith. 


Preach The Word! 


Make up your mind that if God 
has called you to do the work of 
an evangelist, you are going to 
evangelize! Do not depend upon 
any church or any group of 
churches or upon any man or upon 
any group of men to ‘keep you 
busy! Make up your mind you are 
going to throw yourself absolutely 
into the service of the Lord and 
preach the Word. Preach the Word 
on a street corner! Preach the 
Word in an empty store building! 
Preach the Word “on your own 


hook” if no church has invited 
you! You will soon find that if 
you throw yourself completely 
into the work of winning souls, 


God will see you through! If you 
can get people saved, you will 
get more than enough invitations 
from evangelistic churches and 
organizations to keep you busy. 


If God has called you to do the 
work of an evangelist, then make 
up your mind you will burn all 
bridges behind you; cast yourself 
completely upon the Lord to take 
care of you and your family, and 
“Preach the Word.” If you will get 
people saved you will never have 
to advertize for meetings! If you 
will get people saved, you will 
never have to circularize pastors! 
You will never have to go to any 
denominational leader who has a 
“pull”! The way to enter the 
evangelistic field, in my humble 
opinion is primarily to get people 
saved and the way to get people 
saved is by preaching the Word in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Of course it is right and proper 
to let it be known that you feel 
called of God to do revival work 
and that you are open for invita- 
tions. It is certainly right for pas- 
tors and evangelists who know you 
to recommend you for meetings. 
Christians should, in brotherly 
love, help one another. Moreover, 
it is right to publish reports of re- 
vival campaigns in gospel publi- 
cations in order that others may 
rejoice with you, pray for you, and 
invite you for revival campaigns 
as the Lord leads. But one’s trust 
should be in God and not methods 
in securing invitations for evan- 
gelistic campaigns. 


How I Began Evangelistic 
Work 

Of course, some will say, “It 
sounds good, but I would just like 
to see you try it, especially if you 
had a wife and baby like I have.” 
To this I reply that I did try it, 
and I had a wife and three babies! 
When I attended the Moody Bible 
Institute I worked evenings for 
the Railway Express Agency. I 
was deeply shocked -to learn that 
many men were working for the 
Railway Express who had already 
graduated from Moody or North- 
ern Baptist Seminary or some oth- 
er Bible seminary or. institute. 
These men had completed their 
training, but were keeping their 
jobs until some church (prefer- 
ably Moody Memorial or other 
churches of great size) should call 
them as pastors. There were others 
who planned to be evangelists and 
were just waiting to “get started.” 


I made up my mind that when 
{ was graduated from school, I was 
going to begin doing the work of 
an evangelist if my wife and chil- 


dren and I starved as a result. 
Consequently, when I finished the 
Pastor’s course, I asked my 
brother, John, if he would simply 
announce in his paper, The Sword’ 
of the Lord, that I was available 
for revival campaigns. The pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church of 
Gas City, Indiana, wrote me in- 
viting me to come to his church 
for a two week’s meeting. I ac- 
cepted the invitation. 


On the strength of this invita- 
tion, I went to see my boss at the 
Railway Express Agency and gave 
him notice I was leaving. Natur- 
ally, he asked me what I planned 
to do, and I told him. When I ex- 
plained to him that the campaign 
would last only two weeks, he was 
amazed that I was willing to re- 
sign a job that paid me approxi- 
mately two hundred dollars-a 
month in order to conduct a two 
week’s revival campaign. He sug- 
gested I merely take a leave of 
absence in order that I might re- 
turn to my job in the event I re- 
ceived no other openings. He told 
me he had hoped I would stay 
with the company, saying, “We 
were planning on doing something 
nice for you.” 


He told me I should think of my 
wife and family and their welfare. 
What if I couldn’t make a living 
in evangelistic work? What if I 
received no more _ invitations? 
What if I should lose my new car 
when only three more payments 
were due on it? I told him I had 
taken these things into considera- 
tion but felt quite definitely that 
God wanted me to be an evange- 
list, and that I was determined to 
depend upon Him to take care of 
me and my family. I did not take 
a leave of absence but told the 
company plainly I would never 
come back, settled up for the cur- 
rent War Bond I was buying, and 
left for good. 


In Gas City, I went from house 
to house with the pastor during the 
day doing personal work. At night 
we conducted the revival services. 
Christians were revived and many 
of the unsaved were converted. 
The church decided the campaign 
should go into a third week. Be- 
fore the third week was finished, 
I received an invitation from the 
First Baptist Church of Allegan, 
Michigan, for a two week’s cam- 
paign. Before that campaign end- 
ed, I received an invitation from 


Orestes, Indiana, a small town 
near Gas City. 
After each campaign, I wrote 


my brother giving him a report of 
the number of conversions and re- 
dedications which he kindly pub- 
lished in The Sword of the Lord. 
The result was more invitations. 
The pastors with whom I worked 
wrote their fellow pastors of my 
work. Within six months, I was 
getting more invitations than I 
could accept. That was almost four 
years ago and from that day until 
this, I have received more than 
enough invitations to keep me 
busy. 

Any man who can win many of 
the lost and strengthen Christians 
can keep busy. The Lord will see 
to that. And any man who cannot 
win souls or be a blessing to Chis~ 
tians should not be kept busy. 


It is right for an evangelist to 
let it be known that he is avail- 
able for revival campaigns but it 
has always seemed to me a cheap 
matter when evangelists circular- 
ize pastors asking for openings. 
There are several reasons why I 
feel this to be unwise. 

(1) There is a tendency to be- 
come immodest and over-praise 
one’s self. 

(2) There is a tendency to ig- 
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nore the leading of the Holy Spirit 
and depend upon one’s own wis- 
dom and methods. Proverbs 3:5-6 
says, “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.” 


(3) It discredits evangelism. 
Good doctors and lawyers adhere 
to a code of ethics that prohibits 
their advertising for business. The 
doctor feels that if he does his 
work well, his patients will adver- 
tise him! And the same is true of 
the lawyer and his clients. Let it 
be so with evangelists. If he will 
win souls it will be found out on 
him as sure as the world, and there 
are plenty of churches that will 
gladly have him for revival cam- 
paigns! 

Let me emphasize again the im- 
portance of relying wholly upon 
the Lord. “Preach the Word,” Man, 
“Preach the Word,” and -God will 
see you through! 


The Evangelist’s Relationship 
to the Pastor 


Certainly there should be defi- 
nite standards set in the attitude 
of an evangelist toward any pastor 
with whom he is going to work. 
An evangelist comes, as a rule, on 
the invitation of the church and 
usually that invitation is suggest- 
ed by the pastor. An evangelist 
must remember he is there to bless 
and not to curse, to help and not 
to hinder, the work of the pastor 
and the church. An evangelist, 
therefore, should hold up the pas- 
tor’s hands as much as he is able 
to do so. Too many evangelists, I 
fear, have tried to hold them- 
selves up in the eyes of the peo- 


Help Set Us 
Evangelists Right! 


By the Editor 


In this issue of The Sword of 
the Lord be sure to read the 
article, “How to Be an Evan- 
gelist and a Gentleman!” by 
Evangelist William H. Rice. 
Bill Rice is a brother of the 
editor, is doing a fine work as 
an evangelist on the Extension 
Staff of Moody Bible Institute. 
God is blessing his ministry. 
The article was written princi- 
pally from the viewpoint of an 
evangelist holding one-church 
campaigns. And theregmre small 
matters on which some high- 
grade evangelists might differ 
from Bill’s article. But on the 
whole I believe the article will 
be very acceptable to reputable 
evangelists and their friends 
and will be interesting reading 
for everyone. 


Now we should like to hgve 
comments on this article. Par- 
ticularly I want to have the 
comments of evangelists and of 
pastors interested in the prob- 
lems of evangelists. We may 
publish a few comments if they 
are helpful and of general in- 
terest, but we cannot publish 
them all. 


Evangelists, what do you 
think of the code of ethics for 
an evangelist suggested by Bill 
Rice? Please address your let- 
ters to Dr. John R. Rice, Editor, 
The Sword of the Lord, 214 
West Wesley, Wheaton, Lllinois. 
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ville, Florida. (Mention this ad). 


ple at the expense of the pastor, 


As a rule, the church will love 
the evangelist. He is there for a 
short time only and the people 
hear only his best sermons. They 
do not have time to become ac- 
quainted with his faults. He is 
there in the capacity of a leader 
at the most important time of the 
church year. The pastor has urged 
his people to cooperate with the 
evangelist in every way. When 
people are saved, the people of the 
church often attribute the conver- 
sions entirely to the work of the 
evangelist, forgetting the part the 
pastor has played in the salvation 


An evangelist, for Jesus’ sake, 
must never misuse this influence, 
He must remember that the pastor 
will be on the field long after he is 
gone, and that the people must be 
encouraged to love him and fol- 
low his leadership. 


As a matter of fact, it is for this 
very reason that I, personally, 
never baptize nor marry nor bury 
those with whom I come in con- 
tact in revival meetings. Occasion- 
ally someone will say to me, “Mr. 
Rice, I was saved under your 
preaching. I want you to baptize 
me.” I always express my appre- 
ciation for the love and confidence 


shown me but remind them that 
the local pastor is the one whom 


of the lost. All of these things 
make the evangelist powerfully 


influential with the chureh or| God has chosen and placed there, 
churches with which he is work-| and that he will be on the job long 
ing. after I am gone. I explain that they 


owe their loyalty, under God, to 
the pastor and it will be far better 
if he baptizes them. And I en- 


In my own campaigns, timé and 
time again, thoughtless members 
will say to me, “Brother Rice, if 


church would double in member- spiritual guidance in the days 
ship soon! And how wonderful it ahead. 

would be for the young people,” (Continued on page 5) 

etc. And actually I know—and I 

tell them so—that I would be ut- oe 
terly incapable of the pastorate. "arg Days and Three Wights 


And with time for sober reflection, 
the people would know it, too. But 
in the heat of a blessed revival, 


the evangelist is often regarded as 
being a much stronger preacher 
and leader than he really is. 
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PAGE FIVE 


How To Be An Evangelist 
And A Gentleman! 


(Continued from page 4) 

Sometimes a young couple who 
have been blessed in my revival 
ministry will ask me to unite them 
in marriage. As a rule, I decline 
to do so. I always express my ap- 
preciation for the honor they 
would bestow upon me but ex- 
plain to them that the local pastor 
should perform the ceremony. If 
I am present at the wedding, and 
if they request it, I may take some 
small part, but insist that the pas. 
tor take the leading role. 


And it is the same with funerals. 
When death takes away a loved 
one, a preacher often finds that 
hearts of the bereaved are tender 
and turned to the Lord. In such a 
time as this, God’s man can be of 
real value and may be able to per- 
form a service that will give him 
influence in the lives of the be- 
reaved for years to come. One 
can readily see, thén, that it is bet- 
ter for a pastor to have this influ- 
ence than an evangelist since the 
pastor will be on the field where 
he can minister to them day by 
day, whereas the evangelist may 
never see them again. 


Let those of us who are. evan- 
gelists solemnly resolve that we 
will do our dead level best to 
strengthen the pastors with whom 
we work and endear them to their 
people. Certainly we should not 
belittle them or cause them to 
“lose face” in the eyes of their 
people. 


The Evangelist’s Responsibil- 
ity to the Church 


Likewise, an honest evangelist 
will do all he can to strengthen 
any church with which he is con- 
ducting a campaign. I do not mean 
an evangelist should not preach 
strongly against sin—he certainly 
should! But, as a rule, an evange- 
list should not accept an invita- 
tion for a revival campaign where 
he cannot conscientiously encour- 
age the support of the church. An 
evangelist must decide whether or 
not he will conduct a revival cam- 
paign in some church that dis- 
agrees with him on some doctrine. 
If the evangelist feels that he must 
publicly denounce some doctrine 


. the church teaches, let him plainly 


say so before the campaign begins. 
Then if the church, knowing this, 
decides he is not the man to con- 
duct the campaign, it can say so. 
And if the church still wants him, 
the evangelist has cleared his 
skirts and can preach his convic- 
tions, realizing he has been open 
and aboveboard with the church 
and pastor who will know what 
to expect. 


Three years ago a church in In- 
diana invited me to conduct a re- 
vival campaign. This church be- 
lieves that one cannot be saved 
without baptism. I immediately 
wrote back, telling the deacons I 
was the last man on earth that 
they wanted for a revival cam- 
paign for I often stress the fact 
that anyone can be saved simply 
by trusting in Christ and that 
neither baptism nor church mem- 
bership can save or help one to 
keep saved! To my surprise, I re- 
ceived a second letter from the 
deacons that told me they had not 
had one conversion in years, and 
that although they understood my 
position on baptism, they still 
wanted me to come for a revival 
campaign if I would. 
they would be happy if only I 
eould get someone to believe in 
the Lord Jesus and that they 
would take care of the baptism 
after I was gone! 


On this basis I went to be with 
them, préaching plainly from night 
to night “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). F neither 
avoided plain teaching about bap- 
tism nor did I go out of my way 
to make an issue of it, but preach- 
ed the same kind of sermons I 
would in any other campaign. The 
Lord blessed, crowds came until 
the church was packed out, and 
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They said’ 


souls were saved. The members of 
the church were revived and 
pleased and many of them came to 
a recent campaign conducted in a 
neighboring city to remind me of 
blessings received in that meeting 
three years ago. 


If an evangelist is going to work 
in any church other than his own 
denomination, he will find church- 
es that disagree with him con- 
cerning the mode of baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, etc. If he feels he 
cannot preach without getting the 
church “straightened out” on these 
matters, let him have an under- 
standing with the pastor before 
the revival begins. Otherwise, let 
the_evangelist realize it is unethi- 
cal tO make an issue of such mat- 
ters where it can do. no real good 
but will hinder fellowship and 
divert the minds of the people 
from the main purpose of the re- 
vival campaign which is to win the 
lost. ' 


Work at the Job 


Perhaps it would be well to add 
that an evangelist is with the 
church for a revival campaign 
and not a vacation. A revival.cam- 
paign should consist of a great 
deal more than simply the evening 
service. I am as sure as sure can 
be that many a revival campaign 
fails because of plain backwoods 
laziness on the part of the evan- 
gelist. An evangelist is not a hun- 
dred men; he is only one man. But 
he is one! And it is amazing what 
one man can do if he really works 
at the job. 


Often an evangelist will go into 
a church where no preparation has 
been made for a campaign other 
than pulpit announcements. In a 
church of five hundred members, 
there may be no more than fifty 
present the first evening. I grant 
you that this is discouraging and 
a very poor commentary on the 
pastor and the church. But pout- 
ing and griping is not going to 
better the situation. Hard work 
will. And if the evangelist will get 
to work, often a pastor will get 
into the spirit of the thing and not 
only get to work himself but en- 
courage his people to do so. It 
will do wonders if the pastor and 
evangelist set out to call on every 
member of the congregation, old 
and young, active and inactive. In 
ten or fifteen minutes a call can 
be made in which Scripture is 
read, the ones called upon made 
to feel their responsibility for the 
success or failure of the campaign, 
and prayer offered. The pastor and 
evangelist alone can visit several 
hundred members in a week. This 
is hard work, but it pays big divi- 
dends. 

And the evangelist can encour- 
age the getting out of advertising, 
help organize visiting parties, or- 
ganize a band to “visit” on their 
telephones, organize prayer 
groups, etc. Working for a better 
campaign will accomplish more 
than merely wishing for one. 


Let me repeat, the evangelist 
should give himself wholehearted- 
ly to the work of the revival cam- 
paign. Let him not go to the near- 
BY city to “see the sights,” nor 
spend the days on tennis courts 
and golf courses, nor hint for 
someone in the congregation to 
take him on a fishing trip to the 
nearby lake when there is work to 
be done. Remember, you are there 
to work! Hit the ball! Get going! 
“Do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry!” 
(II Tim. 4:5). Do what is neces- 
sary inasmuch as you are able. 

And let people know you are 
working, that you aré taking the 
revival to heart. If you are stay- 


ing in a private home, don’t lie in | 
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bed all day! If you are in a farm 
home where the household is up 
by five o’clock in the morning— 
get up with them! Make them real- 
ize you take your work to heart 
as much as they do theirs! You 
can influence them a great deal 
more for Christ if they know you 
are “on the job.” 


Incidentally, when I am in a 
private home, (although usually I 
stay in a hotel which I greatly 
prefer) I make up my own bed 
and tidy my own room, make no 
special requests about food, and 
cause my hostess as little incon- 
venience as possible. I do not take 
meals in the various homes from 
day to day, however, for to do so 
means the waste of too much time. 
A farmer could not raise a bumper 
crop if he took off several hours 
a day for lunch! The visiting I do 
in a revival campaign is, on the 
whole, strictly in the interest of 
the campaign and not in the inter- 
est of my tummy! Unless one is 
careful he can easily spend the 
greater part of the day in social 
visits when he needs to be making 
visits, studying, writing, etc. to 
further the gospel work in which 
he is engaged. 

And on those occasions when 
there is no choice but to go to pri- 
vate homes for some meals, I ex- 
plain that although my mother 
taught me better, I feel that I 
must leave shortly after the meal 
rather than spend the afternoon 
visiting with my host and hostess! 
And I leave. 


Do Not Write Back for Funds 


When the revival campaign is 
over, it seems to me it would raise 
the standard of evangelism if the 
evangelist would consider his work 
in that particular church ended 
unless and until the church in- 
vited him back. Sometimes, so I 
have heard, an evangelist, who 
has been blessed with a successful 
campaign and who has gained the 
love of the people, has endeavored 
to oust the pastor in order that he 
might replace him. Other evan- 
gelists have started new works, 
drawing heavily from the mem- 
bership of the churches that had 
trusted them in revival cam- 
paigns. Other evangelists have 
been known to place the most lib- 
eral members of a church on his 
mailing list and write back hint- 
ing or asking for money. He may 
list his financial needs and ask 
that the church-member “pray” 
about them or he may send Christ- 
mas cards, etc. An _ evangelist 
meets thousands of people a year 
and although he may keep their 
names, he cannot possibly even 
remember what they look like. 
Neither can he consider them 
warm personal friends. To send 
a Christmas card to them, then, 
might mean that he is hinting for 
gifts of money. One evangelist 
who does this advised me to do it 
and even told me to be sure to 
send the cards early in December 
before the church members had 
spent all their money! 


It should go without saying that 
such cheap underhanded methods 
have brought great reproach on 


evangelism and have caused many 
a pastor to eye the evangelist with 
suspicion. 

Of course there will be times 


when a church will have evan- 
gelists who represent missionary 
boards, Bible schools and col- 
leges, etc. in which the church is 
interested and to which the church 
is willing to give. If names of 
church members are to be taken 
for mailing lists, the pastor should 
so understand before the evan- 
gelist comes. 


Let the evangelist conduct the 
revival campaign without belittl- 
ing the pastor, making doctrinal 
issues that cause confusion and 
can do no good, splitting the 
church, and leaving generally a 
bad taste for evangelism. Rather 
let him work to win the lost and 
to be a blessing to the pastor and 
church, ever remembering he is 
not to represent himself but Christ 
Jesus, his Lord. 


The Evangelist and Money 


Any evangelist would do well to 
have his primary financial under- 
standing with the Lord. Rather 
than depend upon any church, 
pastor, organization, man or group 
of men, let the evangelist have a 
definite understanding with God 
that he is working for Him and 
will trust Him to care for him fin- 


| ancially. It is God who saves us, 


who Calls us into the ministry, and 
it is God whom we serve. There- 
fore, let us trust Him to care for 
us financially. If we will get this 
point definitely settled in our own 
hearts, we will have little to worry 
about as far as money matters are 
concerned. God not only can but 
will see us through. 


No sincere evangelist who is 
preaching for Jesus’ sake need 
worry about making a living. He 
need never set a price on his min- 
istry. In _ fact, he is absolutely 
wrong if he does so. An evangelist 
is to go where the Lord leads him, 
not where the people promise him 
the most money! Can you imagine 
Paul writing to the Romans, “For 
I long to see you that I may im- 
part unto you some spiritual gift 
to the end ye may be established 

. and that I may get one hun- 
dred dollars a week!” No! Paul 
was not concerned about what the 
people could do for him but about 
what he could do for others. When 
he had to make tents for a living, 
he made them. When he had to 
skimp to get by, he did so. When 
people gave generously, he _ re- 
joiced. But whether his offerings 
were great or small, he learned to 
be satisfied with them. In Philip- 
pians 4:10-13, we read, “But I re- 
joiced in the Lord greatly, that 
now at the last your care of me 
hath flourished again; wherein ye 
were also careful, but ye lacked 
opportunity. Not that I speak in 
respect of want: for I have learn- 
ed, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. I know 
both how to be abased, and I know 
how to abound: every where and 
in all things I am instructed both 
to be full and to be hungry, both 


to abound and to suffer need. I 
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can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 


If an evangelist demands a set 
sum for his ministry, he faces 
grave dangers. For one thing, it is 
likely he will not even consider 
small or out-of-the-way places 
where his remuneration would not 
be large. In the second place, there 
is grave danger that he will be- 
come so “commercial” that money 
will be the first consideration 
rather than the opportunity to win 
the lost to Christ. Most. pastors, 
not all, make a mistake when they 
sell insurance, teach school, raise 
chickens, etc., “on the side.” Quite 
often a pastor finds that soon his 
main business is teaching school 
or raising chickens or selling in- 
surance and that he is preaching 
“on the side.” So it,is with the 
evangelist. He will soon find that 
his main concern is money and not 
soul-winning. 

An evangelist will do well, then, 
to preach wherever the Lord leads 
him, making no financial require- 
ments other than that the people 
be allowed to give whatever they 
feel, under God, they should give. 
Certainly no set amount should be 
demanded. 


The Expense and Love 
Offering Method 

evangelists who are greatly 
used of God use this simple meth- 
od: When they are asked to state 
their financial terms, they reply 
that they use the expense and love 
offering plan. By this they mean 
that offerings are to be taken to 
pay their traveling expenses from 
the last engagement plus room and 
board during the campaign, and 
then a love offering is to be taken 
for them one or more nights dur- 
ing the campaign. 

The honest and thoughtful evan- 
gelist will remember that legiti- 
mate expenses are travel fare and 
food and lodging. And that only 
for himself and any official meme- 
bers of his party specified before- 
hand. He will be careful to pay 
his own’personal bills such as long 
distance telephone calls, laundry, 
cleaning and pressing, etc., and 
not leave them for his host to pay. 
If his wife or other members of 
his family travels with him for a 
campaign, he will personally pay 
for her food, fare, hotel, etc., un- 
less she is actually a member of 
his party and is understood to be 
so by the host church. 


If the evangelist feels that the 
love offering should be taken in 
any particular way, let him plain- 
ly say so before the campaign be- 
gins. Most all misunderstandings 
between the evangelist and the 
pastor or church can be elimi- 
nated by definite understandings 
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How To Be An Evangelist 
And A Gentleman! 


(Continued from page 5) 


before the revival begins. I -ean 
not stress that too much. Certain- 
ly it is true in the matter of fin- 
ance. If an evangelist wants to use 
love offering envelopes, let him 
say so. If the evangelist wants love 
offerings taken at several services, 
let him say so. If he does not say 
so before hand, let him accept the 
decision of the church, whatever 
it may be, without contention. Cer- 
tainly he should feel free to sug- 
gest the way he believes best, 
however, for no church should try 
to make money for its own treas- 
ury through the work of an evan- 
gelist. Dr. Riley, I understand, 
calls this an “unwritten law.” 


When a church writes me con- 
cerning financial terms, I write 
them something like this: “Usual- 
ly offerings are taken each eve- 
ning during the campaign. From 
these offerings, the expenses of 
the meetings are paid, including 
my own traveling expenses and 
living expenses during the cam- 
paign, also the advertising ex- 
penses and other campaign ex- 
penses the church may incur. A 
special love offering is taken the 
last two or three nights for the 
evangelist. If more than enough 
money comes in to pay expenses, 
it is added to the love offering. If 
not enough comes in, money is 
taken from the love offering to 
make up the deficit.” Then I go on 
to ask that if the church has an- 
other method it would prefer us- 
ing, the pastor or committee will 
let me know. 


I have found this simple plan 
exceptionally fine im many re. 
spects. For one thing, any church, 
whether large or small, can af- 
ford to have me come. For an- 
other thing, it affords the people 
a fair opportunity to give me an 
offering if they desire without in 
any way “high-pressuring” them 
to do so. And then I find it a great 


}paign with a classmate of mine. 
He is an outstanding young man 
who loves the Lord and who has 
real ability. His small rural 
church was well filled during the 
meetings, and people seemed to 
be blessed. There were a few con- 
versions. Offering envelopes for 
me were passed out prior to the 
last service. However, they were 
not given out at the last service of 
the campaign. Supposing the pas- 
| tor had forgotten to pass out the 
to God. envelopes, I asked him if he did 

Sometimes a pastor may, | not intend to do it. He appeared a 
through ignorance or smallness of | bit uneasy and said he thought 
character, hinder an evangelist’s| most of the people already had 
love offering. Here again, let us | one. When the time came for the 
remember we are trusting the | offering, my friend told the people 
Lord, not men, for our financial| he appreciated my ministry and 
support. We do not need to argue | that he hoped they would give to 
or “take up” for ourselves. Let us| me generously. He then said one 
take whatever is given without | of the deacons had a word to say. 


him, however. Paul said, “Alexan- 
der the coppersmith did me much 
evil: the Lord reward him accord- 
ing to his works” (II Tim. 4:14). 
Let us, like Paul, leave such men 


WHEN GOD EVENS THE SCORE 


(Continued from Page 1.) 
Corinthians 5:21 that, on Calvary, 
“he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness 
of God in him.” To me that is the 
greatest mystery about the atone- 
ment. The sinless Son of God actu- 
ally became sin in God’s wondrous. 
plan of redemption. There He was 
made to be sin. There judgment 
and the wrath of God against sin 
was poured out upon Him, and the 
sword of God’s justice was plung- 
ed into His heart. There all of the 
wrath of God against sin fell upon 
Him as He literally took the sin- 
ner’s place. That is more than just 
bearing our sins. He actually was 


Calvary is a preview of the 
great day of judgment for a sin- 
ning, ungodly, lost world. There 
you get a preview of the darkness 
of Hell. When you see the sun go 
out in the sky and that darkness 
that can be felt gathers around the 
cross and the earth begins to trem- 
ble and the rocks are rent and 
tumbling into the valleys below, 
it is only a little preview of that 
day John described when the 
whole universe is going to be 
shaken to pieces and the sun be- 
comes as black as sackcloth of 
hair, and the moon will hang in 
the sky like a clot of blood; when 
the stars of Heaven fall, even as 
a fig tree casts her untimely figs, 


spiteful words or hard feelings.| The deacon then stood to his feet 
God will take care of evangelists| to thank me for my ministry and 


who trust in Him. 


Incidentally, | told the people I was worthy of a 


God will also take care of those/| good offering. “But,” he said, “I 


who mistreat evangelists! 

Three years ago I accepted an 
invitation to conduct a_ revival 
campaign in North Dakota. The 
church there was ¢mall—less than 
a hundred members, if I remem- 
ber correctly. I engaged a song 
leader, and we drove something 
like a thousand miles to the 


church. The church met in a 
downtown building that seated 
about four hundred people. God 


was good and soon the building 


| 


; 
; 


feel that we should also have an 
offering for our pastor. After all, 
he has been here all through the 
campaign and has worked as much 
as our evangelist. And we must re- 
member that while Mr. Rice was 
here for two weeks, our pastor has 
been here for months, and he isn’t 
going to leave, but will be here for 
many months to come. Therefore, 
I feel we certainly should give him 


made to be sin. When’the Son of| when she is shaken of a mighty 
God was made to be sin, there was | wind. Calvary is a judgment scene. 
fulfilled that wondrous type of the | But, praise God, I see Him taking 
Old Testament of the brazen ser- | my place in judgment; bearing my 
pent on the pole, lifted up by | sins! God says that I can send 
Moses in the wilderness, when the | my sins on before me to judgment 
Israelites were bitten by the fiery | when I lay them on Him by faith. 
serpent. To everyone that was bit- He has already paid the penalty. 
ten it meant certain death. There He has already died for me. He 
was absolutely no human remedy | tasted death for all men. He has 
for it, It made no difference how already died the death that I 
young, how good, how wonderful, should have died without Him. 

how clean, how educated or any-| Then another thing that you see 
thing else—to everyone bitten by on Calvary is that Jesus not only 
the serpent, it meant certain | becomes sin, but the Scripture says 


death. But they came to Moses and | that He was made a curse. Oh the 


a good offering.” The upshot of | confessed their sin 
the whole thing was that people | egg ir Sins. 


advantage in promoting a cam- 
paign from an advertising stand- 
point. A small church may well 


feel it cannot afford to spend more | 45 @ result, although people were 


was filled nightly, sometimes with | were told if they wanted to give) 
people standing around the aisles,| me something, they might put it 
and souls were saved. To the sma}]] | in an envelope, but that all other | 
church, these crowds were enor- | offerings that night would go to) 
mous. On the last Friday night of | the pastor. I do not know how 
the campaign, the pastor took up | much he received, but my offering | 
the first offering for me and the | was not large. I had no quarre! | 
song jeader. The offering amount- | with my old friend about it, but | 
ed to approximately one hundred | I did mention to him that I felt 
and seventy-five dollars. And the | such tactics were not right. He re- | 
next evening the pastor announced | plied that he questioned it himself | 
to the packed building that we had | but that the deacons wanted to 
already received twice as much | do it! I drove home that night with | 
as any former evangelist and that a heavy heart. Not because of the | 
he felt we should not receive any | amount given me, for I do not 
more! He said he would, however, | doubt ‘But that I was given far | 
take up another offering that night | more than I deserved. The amount | 
and the following night and if, of the money wasn’t the point. As | 
anyone wanted to give, they could,| a matter of fact, the offering in | 
but that he would not advise it.| this case did not go to me, but’to 
He said he felt we should not make | the Moody Bible Institute which 
a “racket” out of evangelism and; employs me. But because of the 
that we surely could not expect! dishonest principles involved, I 
more than two hundred dollars. | would not be with my friend again 
| unless he gave evidence of a 


} 


i*‘We have sinned. 


than forty or fifty dollars in ad- 
vertising the campaign. But likely 
the church will be quite willing 
for me to spend almost any 


turned away on the closing night, 


| al came in, making the total love 


| 


| 


change of heart in his attitude to- 


Moses took their case to God, and 


They said, 
Pray for us.’ | 


God told him to make a serpent! 


of brass and put it upon a pole | a blessing and a benediction; He 
and send word out in the camp. 


at that brazen serpent uplifted in 
the midst of the camp, would live 
and be healed. And they were 
healed instantly. I knew that was 
a type of Christ a long time before | 
I had studied the Bible very much. 
But I used to wonder how a ser- 
pent could be a type of Christ, for | 
I knew that all through the Bible 
the serpent was a type of sin and 
of Satan. It was the serpent that 
wriggled his slimy trail into the 
Garden of Eden and deceived the 
mother of the race. And he is 


| that every person that would look | 


spoken of as “that old serpent, | 
which is the Devil,” and the ser-' 
pent of sin throughout the Bible. | 


God said of sin that “at the last it 
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth 
like an adder.” I said, How could 
that represent Christ? There is 


‘only twenty-five dollars addition-| ward and treatment of evangelists. | only one time in all eternity that 


Of course, many will feel that I | that type is true. A serpent (rep- | 


offering for both me and the song | am an easy mark and have allowed | resenting sin) being made of brass, 


blessed Son of God going to that 


extent to redeem me from sin, to 
be made sin and then be made a 
curse. He whose every touch was 


whose touch opened blind eyes; 
He whose very words caused the 
lame to leap like a hart, and caus- 


ed the deaf ears to be unstopped, 


raised,the sick and raised the dead, 
and ‘brought untold blessing to 
humanity, was willing to be made 
a curse. that I might be delivered 
from the curse. The taw of God 
had said, “Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things 


which are written in the book of 


the law to do them.” I know, and 


you know, that we have not con- 


tinued in all things that are writ- 
ten in the law to do them. Th -- 
fore the whole world is under the 
curse of God. But the Son of God 
literally took our place and was 
made a curse. That is the mean- 
ing of the crown of thorns. Listen, 
there is nothing about Calvary 


that is an accident. God planned 
it all from before the foundation 
of the world. For the thorns, as 


amount I think best if it is agreed 
that the money will come out of 
my own love offering in case ex- 
penses are not met. And often a 
church is willing to make larger 
plans, such as renting a large 
downtown auditorium, if it is un- 
derstood the evangelist is not go- 
ing to leave them “holding the 
bag” financially. 

It is only fair to say, however, 
that if I am going to be responsible 
for the expenses, I want to have a 


say in what expenses are to be in- | 


curred. And it is all right for the 
evangelist to advise with the pas- 
tor concerning the taking of ex- 
pense and love offerings, when he 
can be helpful, without any spe- 
cial concern over his own income. 
As a rule the pastor will do his 
honest best to see that the evan- 
gelist receives a substantial offer- 
ing. And as a rule the people will 
eagerly contribute to the offering 
for an evangelist who has helped 
them. This is as it should be for 
usually the evangelist and his fam- 
ily are supported solely by the 
love offering he receives. 


There are times, although not 
frequently, when a pastor or 
church will mistreat an evangelist 
concerning his offering. In such 
cases, I have never felt it worth a 
quarrel. Even when a pastor or 
church has deliberately mistreated 
me, I have felt it best to avoid a 
row over money matters, lest I 
should be accused, however un- 
justly, of being money-minded, 
and the work of evangelism thus 
made less effective because of me. 
On the other hand, I do not go 
back for another campaign under 
the same local management. In 
the nature of the case, the pastor 
who is unfair or unbrotherly is not 
one with whom I ought to work. 
I do not try to “get even” with 


iI 


leader two hundred dollars. 


and the song leader’s salary, and | work can impose upon me as far 
was hard-hit financially and | as my own offerings are concerned. 
needed a good offering there. But) For the sake of evangelism as a 
to the pastor with less than one whole, I feel that I must not make 
hundred members, who did not an issue of money. However, if 
realize the expenses I had to meet, | you feel that I have been the loser, 
this was a large offering. I had | you are mistaken. The rule is that 
tried to explain to him that he’! pastors and churches appreciate 
should give the people—and they my attitude and give most gener- 
weren’t even his own people, for ously to me. It is a very, very com- 
the great majority of them were mon thing for a pastor to hand me 
outsiders—a chance to give as the 


And | pastors to impose upon me. In a/represents sin under judgment.| we are told in the third chapter 
actually, two hundred dollars did | financial sense, that certainly is | For brass in the Old Testament is - 
|not cover my traveling expenses | true. Any pastor with whom I/@ symbol of sin under judgment. 


ee — ———D 


—— _ 


| That is the reason the altar where 
‘the burnt offering was made was) 
'a brazen altar. That is the reason | 
ithe laver was a brazen laver—-sin | 

unded judgment. So when, on the | 
cross, the Son of God was made | 
| to be sin, He was the perfect ful- 
'fillment of the type in the brazen 
| serpent. For the Son of God hav- 

ing been made sin, is taking the 
baw hse place in judgment. That 
is the reason the darkness gath- 
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he has invited me back, and I have | 
earefully but firmly told him I, 


again and again. 
My heart is burdened for evan 


MUSIC and ART: each with 


would not feel free to come unless | selism. I long to see revival fires 
other Christian leaders in the town | burn brightly in America again. 


might have the local leadership of | If America as a whole is to expe- 
the campaign. 


| rience a mighty awakening, I real- 
In a revival campaign in In-| ize our pastors and our churches 
diana, the pastor took no offering | must turn from worldliness, care- 
for me until the last night of the/ lessness, and laziness and go out 
campaign. On that night, he first| with a holy zeal to seek the lost. 
took a general offering for his| But I also realize we evangelists 
church. He then made a long-| must raise our ethical standards. 
winded speech about the “laborer| We must with all our hearts and 
being worthy of his hire,” and to| minds put soul-winning first. Let 
my surprise, took up an offering | us hold up the hands of the godly 
for himself because he had led | pastors all over America, let us 
singing during the campaign. He) seek to strengthen and build our 
see wo up an offering sad ms. | fundamental churches, trusting 
gain, there was no argument, no | 
quarrel, no row at all. My agree-| God to reward us and to care for 
ment was first of all with the Lord, | our financial needs. My brethren, 
and trusting Him to care for my let us “preach the word.” Let us 


financial needs, I received the of- | do well the “work of an evan- 
fering, which had not even been | gelist.” 


ooumied, without saying =. word) Sa 
(It turned out to be an excellent WwW | T N E x Si N G 
offering.) A short time later, wick- “Among His Kinsmen on 
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PAGE SEVEN 


of Genesis are a symbol of the 
curse that sin brought. When sin 
came, God said, “Cursed is the 
ground for thy sake,” and “it shall 
bring up thorns also and thistles.” 
Everywhere you see a thorn, let 
it remind you that there is a curse 
upon this creation because man 
has sinned. There is a curse upon 
all human kind. There is a curse 
upon the whole world because of 
man’s sin. When they plaited that 
crown of thorns and placed it on 
the Saviour’s brow, placing up- 
on Him the symbol of the curse, 
God was saying to you and me 
that He was made a curse for us. 


Then in the midst of that scene 
of judgment you will hear a brok- 
enhearted cry out of that midnight 
darkness of Hell. Will you hear it! 
“My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” Did you realize 
that that is the only time in the 


earthly life of our Lord that He| 


Throw them out? Disown them? 
Send them to Hell? God says no; 
“Then will I visit their transgres- 
sion with the rod, and their in- 
iquity with stripes. Nevertheless 
my loving kindness will I not ut- 
terly take from him, nor suffer 
my faithfulness to fail” (Psa. 89: 
32-33). Listen again to His Word 
in the twelfth chapter of He- 
brews, “My Son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: For whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth. If ye en- 
dure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons; for what son is 
he whom the father chasteneth 
not? But if ye be without chastise- 
ment, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, 
sons.” 


And when God told him to go 
down into Egypt to lead the Is- 
raelites out into the promised land, 
Moses was going to take those 
boys along with him without this 
seal of circumcision. Knowing that 
God had said no male whn 4id not 
bear that seal would every be per- 


cannot recompense thee: for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the res- 
urrection of the just.” We all 
know that the resurrection of the 
‘just oceurs when the Lord comes 
back. The first thing that will hap- 
pen at the return of the Lord is 
that “the dead in Christ shall rise 


mitted to possess any of that land, | first: Then we which are alive and 
yet Moses was going to take them | remain shall be caught up together | ¢hijd who builds out of wood, hay 


anyway. On the way to Egypt one 
night they stopped at an inn. And 
God sought to kill Moses that 
night (Exo. 4:24). God appeared 
in that inn and faced Moses with 
it and said, in substance, “Moses, 
even though I spent eighty years 
getting you ready for this job, I 


poe kill you before I will let you | 


go another step until you have 


'done what I have told you to do. 
and not/I will kill you and start all over 
|again and raise up someone else.” 


" 
I preached a sermon once on/| Listen, the sooner we learn that 


“The Rod of God”: how God chas- | God will do what He says, the bet- | 
ter. 


ever addressed the Father as God? | tens and corrects, and the extreme 


Even as a little child He said to | 
His mother, “Wist ye not that I 


must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness?” But now what is the ex- 
planation? When He is made a 
curse; when He is made sin, then 
even the relationship of Father 
and Son has been severed. God has 
turned His back on Him, aban- 
doned Him, and the relationship 
no longer exists. In the sinner’s 
place, under the sinner’s judg- 
ment, under the sinner’s curse, He 
cries out, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” Friend, it 
is the cry of an abandoned soul! 
It is the cry that Jesus speaks of 
so many times when He says of 
the lost, when their doom is pro- 
nounced upon them, “There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 


Some men’s sins go before them 
to judgment. Oh, praise God mine 
have already been judged! That is 
what Paul meant when He said, 
“There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus.” The judgment 
against sin, the penalty and debt 
have already been paid. Paul said 
in the next verse, “For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death.” The law of sin 
and death in the Old Testament 
was stated like this: “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.” God stated 
it to Adam and Eve when He 
started them out in life. He said, 
“In the day that thou eatest there- 
of thou shalt surely die.” Sin 
means death and separation from 
God; eternal death; death in an 
endless Hell. But Jesus has made 
us free from the law of sin and 
death. That is the reason He Him- 
self said in John 5:24, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation.” My sins have 
gone before me to judgment! The 
day that I repented of my sins, 
and by faith put my trust in Him, 
it was all settled. For God has 
already laid all my sins upon Him. 
That is what Isaiah meant when 
He said, “He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruis- 
ed for our iniquities: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon ‘iim; 
and with his stripes we are heal- 
ed.” But, hear me! your sins must 
either be judged upon the cross in 
the person of Jesus Christ, or they 
will have to be judged upon you 
in Hell. There is no other recourse. 
If you do not send them on before 
you to judgment, they will follow 
you to the Great White Throne of 
Judgment. They must be judged. 
Don’t deceive yourself about that. 


Il. Judgment of the Believer’s 
Sins 

What about a Christians sins 
after he is saved? Something has 
got to be done about that. I said 
God is going to even the score. 
And when God gets through noth- 
ing will have been left out. He will 
not overlook a thing. So many 
people imagine that after you are 
saved, that if you sin you are lost 
again—if you ever sin, if it ever 
trips you up, if you get back into 
the world and back into sin, you 
are lost again. And I have seen so 
many people trying to-be saved -ll 
over again. You can’t doit. You 
are born only once. We become 
children of God, not by contract 
but by birth. What does God do 
with His children when they sin? 


to which God will go if He has to, 
to correct His child. A very fash- 
ionable society lady, with dia- 
monds all over, came up to me and 
said, “I don’t believe a word you 
preached tonight.” 


I said, “That is funny. I got it 
out of the Bible.” 


She said, “You talk about God 
chastising His children. “I want 
you to know that I have done 
everything you have been talking 
about tonight. I have been a mem- 
ber of the church for thirty-five 
years. I play bridge, I drink li- 
quor, I smoke cigarettes, I go to 
picture shows, I give cocktail par- 
ties, and so on, but God never has 
chastened me.” 


I said, “Wait a minute, sister.” 
And then I quoted Hebrews 12:8, 
“But if ye be without chastise- 
ment, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not 
sons.” 


And then I said, “Now classify 
yourself.” Did she get mad! And 
she went away telling everybody 
what I had called her. And I 
hadn’t called her a thing! That is 
what God said. And it means just 
what it says. I don’t care whose 
church you may be a member of, 
or how long you have been a mem- 
ber; if you can dabble in the 
world—you hear me—and run af- 
ter the devil, and chase around 
after sin, and God doesn’t lay the 
rod on, you are lost and on the 
road to Hell. And that applies to 
every last professing Christian on 
earth. God said His children can- 
not sin without being chastened. 
And let me stop here long enough 
to say that if you don’t make your 
children obey you, they will never 
respect you when they grow up. 
They lose respect for you. When- 
ever you let your children grow 
up under the _§ self-expression 
theory, and you are afraid to cor- 


Mrect them or chasten them when 


they do wrong, they will grow up 
without any respect for you. I 
thank God for an old father whose 
head now is as white as snow. How 
I reverence him! But .brother, his 
word was law. And when he said, 
“Don’t,” it meant just that. And 
he didn’t speak but once. “We have 
had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much 
rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live? For 
they verily for a few days chasten- 
ed us after their own pleasure; 
but he for our profit, that. we 
might be partakers of is holiness. 
Now no chastening for the pres- 
ent seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: (It hurts! And how well 
do I know that it hurts!) never- 
theless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised 
thereby” (Heb. 12:9-11). God 
chastens in order to purge out 
those things that are wrong in our 
lives and correct us that we might 
be partakers of His holiness. 


But wait a minute. How far will 
God go in correcting His child? 
Well, Moses is a good example. 
After God had trained Moses for 
eighty years, (forty years in Egypt, 
and .forty years in the desert) 
Moses, knowing exactly what God 
had commanded about the ord- 
nance of circumcision, but, be- 
cause he had gone over into Mi- 
dian and married a Gentile wom- 
an who objected to her boys being 
submitted to that ordnance, lis- 
tened to his wife instead of to God. 


Paul said in I Corinthians 11:30, 
speaking about the disobedience 
of the people in the church of Cor- 


“For this causé many are weak 


things out of the church, but had 
rather condoned them. Because of 
this, many had lost their health, 
and many slept in the grave. Bro- 
ther, when God speaks, He means 
business! And if you are God’s 
child and bow your neck against 
God, He will break your neck. The 
sooner we learn that God means 
what He says, the better. You 
can’t get away with it. God is not 
going to send you to Hell, but God 
is not going to let that sin go with- 
out being judged. 

But now here is one of those 
wonders of God’s grace. In the 
thirty-first verses of that same 
chapter Paul said, “For if we 
would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord, that we should not be con- 
demned with the world” (I Cor. 
11:31-32). Did you hear that? Oh, 
the marvel of the grace of God 
that He gives us the privilege of 
sitting in judgment on ourselves! 
Correcting the thing that is wrong, 
getting it out of our life, confess- 
ing it to the Lord and thereby es- 
caping the rod of God. John said, 
“If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (I Jno. 1:9). If I 
am willing to face my sin instead 
of trying to dodge it and excuse 
myself for it saying, I see no harm 
in this, I see no harm in that, or 
Everybody else does it, and I jus- 
tify myself by the fact that every- 
body else does it, and go on in the 
thing that God absolutely forbids 
in His Word; if I am determined 
that I am going to be like every- 
body else and go on and persist 
in it, God will have to judge me. 
And God says if He judges me, He 
will chasten me. Rather than con- 


praise God, if I will face it and 
quit it and give it up and confess 
it to God and turn my back on 
it, I escape the chastening of God. 
I have the privilege of judging 
myself. But if I will not do it, God 
says that He will. 


Ill. Judgment of the 
Believer’s Works 


God tells us that a Christian’s 
works—all of them—are coming 
to judgment. Coming to judgment 
when? When Jesus comes back. 
Jesus said in Matthew 16:27, “For 
the Son of Man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his an- 
gels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his 
works.” He said in Luke 14:12-14: 
“When thou makest a dinner or a 
supper, call not thy friends, nor 
thy breathren, neither thy kins- 
men, nor thy rich neighbours; lest 
they also bid thee again, and a re- 
compense be made thee. But when 
thou makest a feast, call the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind: 
And thou shalt be blessed; for they 
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inth and pointing out their sins, | 


and sickly among you, and many | 
sleep.” They hadn’t cleaned thoses 


demn me, He will chasten me. But ' 


with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air.” God says He 


will recompense His childen then. 


Il Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we 
‘must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ; that every 


of it. 


of the fire. 
people will be saved, but they will 
‘get an awful sinZeing. 


fire; and the fire shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is. If 
any man’s work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall re- 
ceive a reward. If any man’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire” (I Cor. 3:10-15), 

Every man, every woman, every 
and stubble, will lose every bit 

Only gold, silver and prec- 
ious stones will abide the testing 
The Lord said some 


Some day 


one may receive the things done in|] am going to preach a sermon on 


his body, according to that he hath 


Oh yes, child of God, don’t think 


that because you are saved, then 
you can sit down and fold your) 
hands and fiddle your time away; | 


that you can live selfishly and take 
it easy and let the world go to 
Hell; that you can rob God of His 
tithe and use it on yourself, or 


that you can live like the world | 


and it doesn’t make any difference 
now. I have heard a lot of people 
say, “If I get a back seat in Hea- 


just get in by the skin of my teeth, 
it will be all right.” But wait a 
minute: What did Jesus mean 
when He said, “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through 
and steal: But lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven?” There 
is going to be a reckoning. In the 
‘parable of the talents He says, 

“After a long time the lord of 
those, servants cometh, and reck- 
| oneth with them” —a reckoning 
day for the child of God. And 
the faithful servant of God is go- 
ing to be rewarded. Here is where 
God is going to-.even the score 
again. Every thing that a child 
of God has done for the Lord will 
be rewarded in that day. “Who- 
soever shall give to drink unto one 
of these little omnes a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall in no wise lose his reward” 
(Matt. 10:42). Everything! God 
is not going to overlook anything, 
not a thing. Listen again, I 
Corinthians 3:10-15, “According 
to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise master- 
builder, I have laid the founda- 
tion, and another buildeth thereon. 
But let every man take heed how 
he buildeth thereupon. For other 
foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every 
man’s work shall be made mani- 
fest: for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by 


done, whether it be good or bad.” | 


ven, I will be satisfied,” or “If I 
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“Saved But Singed,” God will have 
to snatch some out of the fire, 
The Word says that they them- 
selves will be saved, but they will 
have nothing left_and will stand 
before God empty-handed. John 
said in I John 2:28, “And now, 


little children, abide in him; that, 
when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before him at his com- 
ing.’ Can you feature it? The 
most glorious moment this old 
world will ever know is when our 
Lord comes. This lazy, good-for- 
nothing, worldly, careless, indif- 
ferent, easygoing, lukewarm crowd 
of church members—those of 
them who are saved — will be 
saved but singed. The will stand 
before the Lord and hang their 
heads in shame when they face 
Him in the most glorious hour of 
the ages. 


Who will wear crowns in that 
day? We talk and sing about stars 
in our crowns. The Bible does not 
say anything about stars in any- 
body’s crown. Then we sing, 
“When the battle is over, we shall 
wear a crown,” as though every- 
body will wear a crown. But the 
fact of the matter is, there are very 
few who will know anything about 
wearing a crown. Who will wear 
a crown? There are just five 
groups mentioned in the Scripture: 


1. The Crown of Rejoicing 


The first is the soul winner's 
crown, which is mentioned in I 
Thessalonians 2:19. Paul said 
there, “What is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing? Are not 
even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?” 
You who have won others to the 
Lord will be given a crown, the 
soul winner’s crown, 


2. The Crown of Life 


There is another crown promised 
to those who are faithful in the 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUD 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by 
Chapter 


By Dr. Hartin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scolielid Memoral Church 


For Sunday School, 
Bib) Classes, Yo 


e : ung 
eis Vacation Bibl 
ies, Vacation Bible 


eet- 


] 
¢ 
f 
j 
: 


50; Complete set $2.46. 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUDY 


2010 BRYAN ST. DALLAS 1, TEX. 


—- 


Dr. Hyman J. 
Appelman 
President 


proper 


rma 

J. Palmer Muntz, D.D., 
Vice-President 

E. Allen, D.D., Secretary 


lane 
R. L. Powell, D.D. 


“Salvation” 


American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism, Inc. 


* 


A New Testimony 


operating under the super- 
vision of a nation-wide Ad- 
visory Council and Board. 


your prayerful interest and ce-operation in reaching Jews for 
Christ is cordially invited and will be greatly appreciated. 


The personnel of our Board and Council is your guarantee of the 
administration of funds entrusted to us. 


Winona Lake 


H. A. Ironside, 
Litt.D. 


American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 


National Headquarters 
ADMINISTRATION BLDG. 
Indiana 


‘ 


a paper containing helpfal Bible messages and news 
ef the work will mailed fr 


be ee te you em request. 


—_— 


~ © we - 4 
=—s 
GO 
he ari FE Aree 
‘ , 
e i S 
Pe : 
A) Ay 
4 my 
» 


nets 


ee ee 
: 


PAGE EIGHT 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, May 3, 1946 


Christian life. Regardless of what 
comes or goes they are faithful to 
the last step of the way. |. In 
Revelation 2:10 we read, “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life.” Brother, 
that is not promised to this world- 
ly, easygoing, “Good Lord,” “Good 
Devil” sort of.a crowd, but. to 
those who are faithful to the last 
step. In James 1:12 the same 
crown is promised: “Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation: 
for when he is tried, he shall re- 
ceive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that 
love him.” 


3. The Crown of Glory 


Then another crowd is promised 
acrown. This crown is for the 
faithful preachers of the Word 


.of God, who preach it regardless 


‘of what anybody thinks or says. 
First Peter 5:2 is talking about 
preachers feeding the flock and be- 
ing true to the Word. Then Peter 
Said in verse 4, “And when the 
chief Shepherd- shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.” I may miss some 
of the rest of them but I know 
I will get that one. I have never 
preached a sermon in my life that 
I could not give you the Word of 
God for. I have never dodged any 
truth in the Word of God. When 
I was pastor of a church I never 
had to get an evangelist to tell 
my people anything they needed 
to be told. I opened the Word of 
God to them in love. In love I 
stood in my pulpit and preached 
the truth. When I stood there and 
I knew it was hard truth and it 
was reproving and rebuking my 
people, I preached it in tears. but 
I knew I must first of all be true 
to God’s Word. Some people think 
I preach harshly. They say that 
I preach too much on Hell, con- 
demnation, judgment “and _ such 
things when the Bible is full of 
love and grace. Yes, it is. But 
listen: I have to be faithful in 
warning people of the dangers that 
confront them. I must tell them 
the truth. When the Lord comes, 
He will give us the crown of glory. 
I think that applies also to faithful 
teachers of the Word: men and 
women alike who rightly divide 
the Word of truth: who really 
break the bread of life: who are 
faithful in imparting the truth. 
For that they will get a crown 
of glory. But this crowd of sissies 


who cannot stand the truth — 
brother, it is not promised to 
them. 


4. The Crown of Righteousness 
Another 


crown is promised 
which is called the crown of 
righteousness. Paul says in II 


Timothy 4:7-8: 
good fight, 
course, I 


“I have fought a 
I have finished mys 
have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.” That 
crown of righteousness will be 
given to those who love His ap- 
pearing. Could you honestly say 
that you love His appearing? Think 
it over. How many Christians, if 
you would be perfectly frank and 
honest, if you thought the Lord 
were coming, would be scared to 
death, panic-stricken? It is easy 
enough to say you would like to see 
Him come, but have you faced it? 
Who are the crowd that love His 
appearing? Those who are watch- 
ing, as He said; those who are on 
the job, not these idlers. They do 
not love the Lord’s appearing. But 
the person who is going down the 
line for God, working for God, 
working as if it were the last day 
before Jesus should come, doing 
his dead level best for God—that 
is the crowd Jesus said, who are 
watching. That is the crowd who 
love His appearing. They will re- 
ceive a crown of righteousness. 


5. The Incorruptible Crown 


There is one more crown men- 
tioned in I Corinthians 9:25—the 
incorruptible crown. Paul, describ- 
ing a race, says that men on the 
race course in an arena are running 
to obtain a corruptible crown, but 
we an incorruptible. These men 
strive for the mastery, train for 
it, sacrifice for it, keep their bodies 
in trim under subjection. Paul 


said, ‘I keep my body under ‘sub- 
jection, running so I may obtain, 
too.” The crown is promised to 
those who keep a rein on their 
physical life, their lower natures; 
who keep walking in the Spirit, 
and keep the body under and cru- 
cify it; who are willing to pay the 
price to run a godd race for God, to 
keep fit for His service; live a con- 
sistent, overcoming. Christian life. 
There are only five crowns offered 
in the Word of God, Can you 
qualify? 

You know we love to say that 
we shall all reign with Christ. 
How we can sing that! How we 
can shout about it! How we can 
preach that! We can wax most 
eloquent when we say, One day we 
shall all reign with the Lord. 
Don’t ever think so. The Bible 
doesn’t say so. Second Timothy 
2:12 says, “If we suffer, we shall 
also reign with him.” That is the 
crowd who will reign with Him. 
Do you get it? Again Revelation 
2:26 says, “And he that over- 
cometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations.” When 
He sets up His kingdom, those 
who reign with Him are those 
who can be classed as overcomers. 
It is not the lazy, good-for-noth- 
ing, easygoing, blow hot, blow 
cold crowd that He is talking 
about. Listen again in Revelation 
3:21, “To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame. 


and am set down with my Father 
in his throne.” 

Yes, God is going to even things 
up some day. When he does, He 
will not overlook a thing. David 
said Psalms 56:8, “Put thou my 
tears into thy bottle: are they not 
in thy book?” Every tear that 
God's children ever shed as they 
have been persecuted by an un- 
godly world;-every tear ever shed 
over lost souls; every tear shed in 
agonizing for the work of ,the 
kingdom, has been kept by the 
Lord in His bottle, He is keeping 
them as precious treasures. One 
day each child of God will be re- 
warded for everyone. Listen 
again. Even the prayers God’s 
children have prayed are kept and 
will be rewarded. When John 
saw the Lord, sitting on the throne 
of glory, there was an angel stand- 
ing before the throne with a gold- 
en censer full of incense and the 
smoke ascending up to the throne. 
John said those were the prayers 
of the saints, which have been 
preserved’ there. Everyone of 
them has been kept and is prec- 
ious in the sight of the Lord. Yes, 
.in the treasure house of the Lord 
there will be many a tear, many 
a prayer, many a cup of cold wa- 
ter, many a widow’s mite, and 
God will reward everyone. 

We shout so loudly that we are 
all heirs of God and joint-heirs 
with Jesus Christ.. But what does 


the Scripture say? Romans 8:17 
says, “If children, then heirs, heirs 


of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified 
together.” There it is again,” if 
so be that we suffer with him.” 
Oh, my friend, it is those who are 
willing to face a frowning world, 
a persecuting world, willing to 
stand whatever the cost, and stay 
true to God who are the heirs of 
God 


IV. The Great White Throne 
Judgment 


Before I close, I want-to speak 
of one more judgment—the judg- 
ment of the Great White Throne. 
Here are those who failed to send 
their sins on before them to judg- 
ment by laying them on Christ. 
Now their sins are following after 
them. Hear it! “And I saw a 
great white throne, and him that 
sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away; 
and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, small 
and great, the unsaved dead now 
going up, stand before God; and 
the books were opened: and an- 
other book was opened, which is 
the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which 
were written in the books” (Rev. 
20:11.12). Somebody says, “If the 
saved as well as the unsaved are 
not there, what is the book of life 
doing there?” Wait a minute, and 
I will tell you. In the seventh 
chapter of Matthew, Jesus said, 
“Not every one that saith unto 
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most heartily. 


head of their homes.” 


gelist: 


pastor Buena Memorial Pres- 


byterian Church, Chicago: “For years I have hoped for 
such a volume; having read many books upon this vital 
subject, at last I have found one that I can commend 
It is spiritually sound, wise in counsel, 
careful in thought, chaste in expression and white hot 
with passion for the glory of the Lord Jesus. 
will find that Dr. Rice has given a message through 
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will lead many young people to crown Christ as the 
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me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. Many will 
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity” (Matt. 7:21- 
23). 

In other words, “Lord, you 
ought to let us into Heaven. Just 
look what we have done!” Then 
the Lord will reach up, take down 
the book of life and show them 
that their names are not written 
there. The last verse of the 
twentieth chapter of Revelation 
reads, “And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire.” 
Brother, it is not your works; it 
is not your self-righteousness; but 
it all depends upon whether you 
have trusted Jesus, whether your 
name has been written in that 
book and whether your sins have 
gone before you to judgment. /f 
they have not, they will most cer- 
tainly follow you to judgment. 
All sin must come to judgment— 
they must either »e judged on 
Christ at Calvary or upon your 
soul in Hell. I beseech you, take 
advantage of God’s offer of grace; 
receive Jesus by faith as your 
Sin-bearer and send your sins be- 
fore you to judgment. 
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prised that hundreds of copies 
are being sold every week and 
that the second edition had to be 
printed only three months after 
the first edition came off the 
press. 

Order your copy today with 
other copies for young couples 
you want to help or for your 
pastor. 381 pages, 22 great chap- 
ters, and the price is-only......$2.00 


Clip out this convenient coupon, 


dee 


214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Christian Friends: Enclosed is $ i 
Please send me.............. copies of your book, “The 
Home: Courtship, Marriage and Children,” at $2.00 
a copy. 


| AREER Raa Cre 0" Ree. yA i cineca statte mae 
Address shivigninens veshinniniewihliheeenaetinnn kati. <agiess ociileavaetinl 
REI. ciencoicoceniecsisasedekiasnetubdeiccksbases eGR -<.0i., Sutin tats 


« - 
¢ 


